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ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS WITH
·MRS.NANCIE SMITH ROBINSON

August 24 and 31, 1999
Huntington, West Virginia

Interviewers: Rita Wicks-Nelson, Ph.D. and Ancella Radford Bickley, Ed.D.
Transcriptionist: Julia Lewis

Al!:

This is Ancella Bickley . I am in Huntington, West Virginia at the home of Mrs. Nancie

Smith Robinson with Rita Wicks-Nelson. Today is August 24th , 1999.

RW-N: Want me to start?
AB: Yeah. Okay.
RW-N: Umm. Mrs. Robinson, if you've had a chance to read on that back page, you know that
we're particularly interested in some of your work and your education experiences. Uh, but most
of the women, of course, have given us a good amount of information about their childhood and
their fumily and their mothers and fathers, uh, etc. Um, we have a lot of different kinds of things
that we would like to talk to you about, but what we typically do is to just let you start to talk
about your life, which is a big package I know. [laughter] And we have found that, for the most
part, it's easier for people if they kind of start in the beginning and then after that, you know, go
any place where you want. But if you would first give us your name, your address, your
birthdate, and maybe talk about your early childhood, then we can move out from there. Does
that sound okay?

NR: Well, if I can think of something interesting to say. [laughter] (RW-N: Oh, I'm sure you
will.) Ah yeah. I was born in Huntington, West Virginia, on March 11 tb, 1928 and um, I've spent
most of my adult life here too. Um, it's been-I was reading this paper and I've only spent four
years out of Huntington.

AB: In your whole life?
NR: In my whole life, to live. (AB: Uh-huh. Oh, this, yeah) Oh, I have traveled, uh-huh, but to
say that I have lived this place and that, I taught two years in, umm, Mound Bayou, Mississippi.

RW-N: Would you spell that for us?
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NR: Mound Bayou. It's M-o-u-n-d B-a-, capital B, well, both of them capital, B-a-y-o-u,
Mound Bayou.

AB: We really want to talk to her about that in a few minutes. [NR: chuckle] Nancie, before we
get to that, though, what were your parents' names?

NR: Oh, my father was Andrew J. Smith from Pearisburg, Virginia. My mother was Agnes
Howard Smith from um, Mountfair, Virginia.

RW-N: Is that two different words, Mount Fair, Virginia?
NR: One word, rnmm-hmm. It's about 20 miles from Charlottesville, Virginia. (RW-N: And is
that M-o-u ... ) They're on opposite ends. Mountfair? (RW-N: M-o-u-n-t ... ) M-o-u-n-t-f-a-i-r.
(RW-N: Near Charlottesville.) About twenty miles.

A)!: Do you know how they happened, how they happened to come to Huntington?

NR: Well, my uh father came here because his uncle was here. He uh had quit school. He's the
only one of his siblings that did not go to college and finish school. So he came here because his
uncle, the Reverend RD. W. Meadows, was here. (AB: Oh, okay.) Uh-huh. And um, of course
he went to work, uh, at the C & 0--it wasn't the shops, it was C & 0 freight station. It was over
near the Ohio River, right on the Ohio River. (AB: Mmm-hmm.) And later, of course, he
worked at the C & 0 train station as a station porter. Uh, but anyway, he was about 23 years old
when he came.
AB: Was he already married or did he meet your mother here?

NR: No, he met my mother here. He wasn't married. He had been out of school and working
and he said he went to work in the mines at one time up near Beckley. But he, my dad, a lot was
an outdoor person. He did not like underneath, you know, going into the mines. And so he came
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on to Huntington where his uncle was and uh got a job here at the C & 0. While my mother
came here when she was 13 years old. Her mother came here from Virginia to work in private
family. And, of course, uh, she had just divorced her husband and left her four children with her
mother to raise in Mountfair. While my mother being the oldest, didn't wanna stay so she came
out here on her own, which my grandmother put her to work. [chuckling] And she worked in
private family, uh, all of her life. (RW-N: Now this is your mother, right?) That's my mother.

(RW-N: And when... ) She met my dad here, I don't know through who. Uh, you know, I think it
had something to do with the Levisays. There was a man here named Mr. George Levisay and
Miss Teeny Levisay.

RW-N: Would you spell those names for us?
NR: Levisay? (RW-N: Yes, particularly the last name.) I think it was um, L-e-v-i-s-a-y. They
were from Fort Gay. Mmm-hmm. And uh, I think that's how they met. But anyway, my mother
was 16 years o Id when she married, and, uh ...

RW-N: And your dad was still in his twenties?

NR: Yeah, he's 6 years older than my mother. (RW-N: He's 6 years older.)
RW-N: Now when you say your mother came here to work in a family, was she living in a
domestic situation, in a family, working in the home? Is that what you meant by that? I'm not. ...

NR: Well, my grandmother worked for a family here (RW-N: I see) out on south side, (RW-N:
Uh-huh) and she stayed on the third floor (RW-N: Uh-huh) and the basement. She was the maid.
Uh, on call at all times, I guess, cause she stayed there. Had Thursdays off.

RW-N: And so your mother moved in there ... (NR: My mother, no, she didn't. ..) No.

NR: She, uh, roomed somewhere out here in town, I don't know, but she worked next door for
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this family. It was a doctor. And, uh, she kept the two children.
AB: Now did your mother begin to work when she was 13 years old?

NR: Mmm-hmm. Yep, she had to go to work. Cause she was supposed to go to school. She
started to school at Barnett School, but she did not, uh, complete her education. And neither one
ofmy parents finished their education. But my dad was very, very, uh, he just made it so
important that we finish school and that we did well in school. Why, my dad used to get angry if
our grades weren't tops, you know, he would just check everything.
AB: Now when you say we, who are you talking about?

NR: My brother and sister and myself.
AB: And would you tell us the names of your brother and sister?

NR: Uh; my sister was Clara, uh, Smith and she's a Barnes now, Clara Smith Barnes. Well, she's
divorced, but she still carries Barnes. My brother who is now deceased was Lloyd, uh, R. Smith.
And, uh, both of them finished college. My sister, a teacher, and my brother, electrical engineer.

RW-N: Where did they go to college?

NR: Well, my sister went to Temple University. She started at Bluefield State, but she dropped
out of college and married. Well, her marriage didn't last, so when she moved to Philadelphia,
she had become, um, what was she? A beautician. She had a shop, had a beauty shop on 16th
Street here in Huntington before-, it's now Hal Greer Boulevard. Well, she had a shop right next
to the famed D & B . [laughs] D & B Grill where we spent a lot of time in high school. Well,
anyway, she, uh, went to Philadelphia because doing hair was against her health. You know, they
did the pressing. (AB: Mmm-hmm.) And, uh, it was not good for her health. She stayed sick all
the time. So she went to Philadelphia and went to work at different jobs for the government and
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mnm, what else did she? Waitress and uh, she even drove a cab [chuckles]. But anyway, she

went to Temple University and finished. And uh, she uh, was a elementary school teacher. Mmmhmm.) And she stayed on that job until she retired. Mmm-hmm. She's about a year and a half

older than I am. And, let's see, my brother went to Howard University. When he finished up his
high school, he went to the Navy for 4 years and uh, he became-, he was a radioman in the Navy.
The war was over. I think he was in the Korean War, maybe, but the World War IT was over.
And, um, anyway, he went to Howard and he decided to become an electrical engineer. And he
must have been pretty good because they wrote him up in Jet one time, Jet magazine. And he
worked for FCC; in fact, he was branch chief of-, one of the branch chiefs of FCC. What's that ...
Federal...

-AB:

Communications Commission, I think.
.

NR: Commission, uh-huh. And uh, he was also on the World Broadcasting Commission. Uh,
they met four times a year and changed frequencies for all these radio programs and what not. I
don't understand it, but he did. (laughter]

RW-N: Was he younger than you were?
NR: He was about a year and half younger. (AB: He was the baby of the family.) He was the
baby, I'm in the middle.

RW-N: But you're all quite close in age.

fil!: Yeah, mmm-hmm. Yeah, I'm 71 years old now. Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: And is, uh ... are you the only one who has stayed in Huntington?

NR: Yes, uh-huh. I, uh, never wanted to leave for good. I always liked Huntington. I don't like
cities. I don't like large cities. And I didn't like real country country, you know. (RW-N: Mmm6

hmm) But I always liked Huntington. And then my dad was here. I was always close to my dad.

My mother died when I :finished college and taught one year. And that left my dad here. And I
just, I didn't stay at home, you know, in the house, but I always stayed in Huntington except the
four years that I was away.

AB: What about uh, elementary and uh, high school? You did that all in Huntington, (NR:
Mnnn-hmm) always at ... ?

fil!: Mnnn-hmm.

I went to Barnett Elementary School. Used to, I lived on, I was raised on

Artisan Avenue in the eighteen-hundred block. Uh, and uh, walked right straight west [chuckle]
down the street to Barnett School. And, uh, I guess we were there about six years, uh-huh, first
through the sixth. And then from there I went to Douglass High School and :finished Douglass.

AB: What year, Nancie, did you graduate?
NR: I :finished Douglass High School in 1946.
RW-N: Did Douglass pick you up from the seventh grade on?

fil!: Mmm-hmm.

Seventh [overlapping voices] (RW-N: You went) through twelve. (RW-N: So

you went to Douglass at seventh, in seventh grade?) Right, mrnm-hmm. It was a junior, what
they call a junior-senior high school. Mmm-hmm. And uh, from, uh, seventh grade on, Mr.
Leonard Glover was my homeroom teacher. (RW-N: Every year?) Yes, for what? six years.
Mmm-hmm. He was my homeroom teacher. But I had other teachers, you know, (RW-N:
Right.) for the different courses that I took.

RW-N: Was that unusual, to stay with the same teacher in your homeroom? Or did the school
function ...

NR: Not at our school, it wasn't. (RW-N: No, it was not.) (AB: No, it was not) [overlapping
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voices]

NR: Did you have the same teacher? [question directed to AB]

AB: Miss Fairfax, from the seventh grade through the twelfth. (NR: You're right.) [overlapping
voices] (RW-N: That's very interesting.) And the same classmates, in fact, (NR: Same
classmates.) many of the classmates were people we'd started first grade with. (NR: Mmmhmm.) There might have been a slight change but uh (RW-N: So you'd be in the same
homerooms anyhow.)

NR: Uh-huh. And that's the reason we knew so many people cause, see, we knew people from
when we went there in the seventh and see, there was already seventh grade going into the eighth
onto the twelfth. And then we went through it. We knew everybody. [chuckle] Mmm-hmm.
Now you finished about (AB:'47.) '49.

AB: '47
NR: Oh,'47?

AB: Mrnm-hmm.
NR: Let's see, '46. Did you finish before my brother? Cause he finished in, uh, '48?
AB: I think I did.
NR: You were in, um, the Williams girl, (AB: Helen) Helen Williams.
AB: Right, and Nancy and John Spencer.
NR: Oh, sure, uh-huh. Well, he was in Miss, um, Thomas's class. (AB: Mmm-hmm) And that
must have been behind (AB: Class behind.) your time, okay. _So anyway, uh, yeah, I enjoyed
Douglass, mm-hmm.

AB: Nancie, did your family, uh, participate in church? You mentioned Reverend Meadows (NR:
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Yeah) and he was a Baptist (NR: Uh-huh) minister as I remember.
NR: I went to Sixteenth Street Baptist Church when J. Carl Mitchell was there, Reverend J. Carl
Mitchell (AB: Mmm-hmm.) was there.

&!!: Was your whole family members of that church?
NR: Uh, my dad was. He used to sing in the men's chorus. My mother did not go to church
that often. She didn't go that much. (AB: Mmm-hmm) She, uh, when we would go to, um,
Virginia, you know, her home, she would always go to that church, but, uh, it was a little country
church. I don't know. My mother worked all the time, Sundays and everything. And she just did
not participate too much in things here in Huntington.

&!!: Uh, when, as you think back over both elementary school and high school experiences, did
you have a favorite teacher or somebody who was very influential ?
NR: Or who I really liked? Mmm-lunm, Yes, uh, let me see. Who did I really like? Well,
naturally, I liked Mr. Glover, mmm-hmm. He was one ofmy favorites. And, let me see. I liked
Miss Gordon. Miss Gordon was one of my favorites.
AB: Miss Gordon was Thelma Gordon?

NR: Uh-huh, yeah. She's still here. She's one of the living teachers. I imagine she's into the
nineties, isn't she? Mmm-hmm. I saw her at uh, somebody's funeral, Vendetta, Charles's cousin,
Vendetta Smith. (AB: Mmm-hmm) And Miss Gordon was there, mrnm-hmm.
RW-N: And Douglass was a school for black children?
NR: For black, uh-huh.
RW-N: And were most of your teachers black?
~: All of our teachers were black.
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RW-N: All of the teachers were black.
NR: Now before I left Douglass, I had a white teacher named Mr. Moran. Mr. Moran taught
printing, uh, he taught us how to set up type and print out a paper. (AB: I didn't know that.) He
was only there, I think, the last, my last year of school. His name was, I can remember his name,
Mr. Moran. You know children are awfully mean, they called him Mr. Moron. [laughter] But he
was a very, very nice person. Now he was, uh, the first white teacher I ever had. Mmm-hmm.
He was very nice. Mr. Barnett used to teach that printing. And he taught it just this one year, I
think. I don't think the children were very kind to Mr. Moran. But I liked him; in fact, I liked all
my teachers, but, you know, some you, um, had that were favorites.

A,!!: Did you participate much in the social life of the school?
NR: Um, social life, let me see. I was in the band.

Al!: What did you play?
NR: I played a saxophone, E-flat alto saxophone. I, um, traveled with the band, you know,
whenever we'd go away with the football team. We didn't go anywhere with the basketball team,
I don't remember. Uh, social life. I didn't have a whole lot of social life as I recall. I used to go
to the dances sometimes. But you'll remember our football games were on Thursday, and the
dances were after the game and uh, well, I couldn't stay out that late on a school night cause we
had to go to school on Friday. And so uh, I used to go to the D & Band socialize. We would go
there and have hamburgers and hotdogs and ice cream. Uh. It was very nice. We didn't have,
uh, drug problems. I don't ever, I don't even remember them smoking in there, do you?

[chuckling] (AB: Un-un)
RW-N: That was a kids' hang-out?

NR &AB: Yeah.
NR: It was. Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: And it was a black kids' hangout?
NR: Black, uh-huh. And it was small. (AB: Mmm-hmm)
AB: It wasn't much wider than this room, it seems like.
NR: I'm telling you, but, uh, it may be a little bit longer, but uh, seemed like so many people
would hang out there. I remember, you know, socializing with uh, them. That's about all I did.
And, of course, church, I was active in the church. Uh, Miss Mae Brown was, uh, over us in the
church. She was superintendent of Sunday school. And I sang in what they called the Little
Jewels. [laughter] Uh, little um, in fact I was in the Little Jewels until I left the twelfth grade.
Francett J;,oggett and myself were in there longer than I think anybody. [laughter] And, uh, so I
helped, uh, in the Sunday school. I remember I helped the Mrs. Greer, Hal Greer's mother.
[Refers to Marshall University athlete for whom Hal Greer Blvd. is named] Now not the Mrs.
Greer that they speak of, Miss Tula, not her. It was Harold's real mother. Now I helped her in
Sunday school. And there's a girl that stays right out here on Charleston Avenue that was-, she
remembers being in my part of the Sunday school class. And her name is Pamela Cotton. She's
working in the school system now. And I think her daughter is in the school system or she was, if
she's, I don't think she' s in town now. But anyway, I remember some of those little children in
my class. Miss Greer was over me. I was helping her, but I helped with the little children.

AB: Were there any clubs, or anything like that, that you belonged to?

NR: Uh, you mean when I was in high school? (AB: Yes) Yes. I was in a club, let me see. Miss
Irene Ambrose, I think it was a 4-H club. I was in her club and it was 4-H because we had to keep
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those books. Mmm-hmm. And uh Miss Laverne Mitchell's sister used to come here and help
sometimes with, you know, things that she would teach us to do. And let me see. I was in the~
Hand uh, it was another club that I was in that Miss Virginia Lee had. And I can't think of the
name of the club, but I remember we had a Indian name. And I remember my Indian name but
nobody else's. [laughter] And mine was Chi-Chi-Wadah. [laughter]
AB: Did it mean something special?

NR: Yeah, but I don't remember what it meant. [laughter] But that was Miss Virginia Lee. (AB:

Mmm-hmrn) Uh, what was the name of that club? It wasn't 4-H.
~ : It wasn't Campfire Girls, was it?

NR: Campfire Girls. I don't remember now. It's been so long ago.
~: Were your parents strict on you all?

fil!: Yes, very strict, uh-huh.

I know, uh, ifwe weren't back in time [laughter] my mother would

come for us, cause I remember we, uh, went with my aunt and Miss Leona Hale. You know Miss
Leona? (RW-N: Is that H-a-1-e?) Yes, uh-huh. That was uh, William Lee' s aunt. William,
William Lee was one of the um, what was he? One of the uh ...
AB: Tuskegee

.fil!: Tuskegee Institute (AB: Airmen) Flyers.

Mmm-hmm. But anyway, uh we went to a, you

know, they used to have a wiener roast, what they called, out to the park. And we were out
there, and we were with my aunt and Miss Leona, but we weren't back when we were supposed
to be. [chuckle] Before we could get home, I remember I was in the seventeenth-hundred block
ofNinth Avenue, and here come my mother. [laughter] And she was not very happy about it. But
when she knew that we were still with, you know, my aunt, she was okay. Yeah, she was very
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strict.

AB: And you say your aunt, was that your father's sister or ...

NR: No, it was my uncle Spurgeon's wife. My uncle Spurgeon raised Yolanda. Uh-huh. Uh, he,
he was a, in fact, the uh, there's something over to the church named for him, the fellowship hall.
(AB: Mm-hmm) Uh-huh. Smith-Knickerson Hall. Well, that was named for my uncle Spurgeon.

AB: So now, the other relatives, uh, your uncle, your aunt Esther, (NR: Uh-huh) who came to
West Virginia too, did they come because your father was here?

NR: Yes, mmm-hmm. Cause Aunt Esther did all her teaching up in Omarl well, up in Logan
county. She ended up, I think, at Omar, West Virginia. (AB: Mmm-hmm) And they moved here
because my dad was here.

RW-N: Now were they siblings of your father?
NR: Yeah, brother and sister. Mmm-hmm.
AB: Uh, did you go to the proms at Douglass?

NB: Oh, yeah.

I went to the prom first when I was in the eleventh grade. And then I went to my

senior prom.

RW-N: Did you have to have dates to go to those proms?

.fil!: Well, now you didn' t have to, but usually we did. Mmm-hmm. I went to the proms.

We

used to decorate in the gym. I enjoyed that a lot. Uh, I didn't play sports. I was not good in
sports like basketball, baseball. I don't think I ever hit a ball. I may have nipped one once or
twice. (laughterl But I was not good in sports. My brother was. He was very good in all sports.
But uh, I wasn't. And my sister didn' t participate in sports either. She played in the band. (AB:
What...) She, uh, trombone. Mmm-hmm.
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AB: So when you graduated from Douglass in 1946, (NR: Mmm-hmm) did you go to college
immediately?

NR: I did. I, I was valedictorian. I gave the valedictory speech. I never will forget it.
RW-N: Do you have a copy of that?

NR: The speech? (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) No, uh-huh. I have, somewhere I have the program cause
my aunt Esther saved it. Mmm-hmm. And you know the name of my speech, but I did not keep
the speech. Uh, I went straight-see, I finished in January, then I went straight to college, uh, a
few weeks after I finished high school. So that made me come out of, out of Bluefield in '49. I
finished in June of '49.

AB: What caused you to choose Bluefield State?
NR: Well, uh, dad said we couldn't, we had to go in the state cause, you know, it was cheaper.
And I chose Bluefield because I had relatives up that way. Uh, and I didn't, and I thought West
Virginia State was a little too close to home. [laughter] So I went to Bluefield State. And Aunt
Esther had gone to Bluefield State. She went to Bluefield when it was a Institute, uh, it was uh,
like high school, a boarding school for girls. Hmm-hmm, it was for girls and boys. But she went
then. And then when they changed to Bluefield State Teachers College, that's when she got her
teaching degree. And then it dropped the "Teachers" and it became Bluefield State College. So it
was just a part of uh, you know, my family, I guess. My grandmother's sister lived up there, uh,
Aunt Bessie. And I could go visit Aunt Bessie. I stayed on campus. Mmm-hmm.

AB: What did you major in?

NR: I majored in, I had two fields. I had home economics and social science; not social studies, it
was social science. Mmm-hmm.
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AB: And, uh, why did you, um, choose to become a teacher rather than maybe a dietitian or
something?

NR: I didn't know anything else to become. I wanted to be a dietitian, I really did, but I didn't
know which way to go. I, uh, in fact, I, uh, took a lot of science. Uh, I had 23 hours of science;
that's a lot of science when you 're not a science major. Uh-huh, and uh, I, uh, wanted to go into
diet, you know, to be a dietitian, but I didn't know, know what to do or had no money and so I
just became a teacher. And then my grandmother was a teacher. My dad's mother, uh, and his
father was a minister. And, uh, then his sister was a teacher. A lot of teachers in the family
[chuckles] on my dad's side. Now my mother's side was not as educated as my dad's family.

RW-N: Can we talk about that for a minute, if you know more about it. (NR: Mmm-hmm) Could
you talk about your father's mother was a teacher? (NR: Mmm-hmm) Now that takes us way
back, doesn't it?

NR: She went to a school called Hartshorne. And uh, it was, it later became a part of Virginia
Union. That's where ...

RW-N: Hartshorne?

NR: Hartshorne.
RW-N: Would you spell that for us?

NR: I don't know if I can spell that. Let's see. H-a-r-t-s-h-o-r-n-e, I think. Hartshorne.
RW-N: And that was what kind of school?

NR: It was a ... (RW-N: Given that this was a long time ago.) It was years and years ago. Um ...
AB: That was probably before the tum of the century, wasn't it? I mean, she would have been in
school in (NR: Oh, yes.) maybe eighteen-eighty, eighteen-ninety or something like that?
15

NR: Yeah, because my dad was born in oh-two, that's what he would say, nineteen-oh-two.
(RW-N: Mmm) And she had to have gone in eigh... , uh, eighteen-something.

RW-N: And, um, that was a black school?
NR: Yes, it was black, uh-huh, and Hartshorne joined with some other school and became
Virginia Union. Now the other school that had joined with was where my grandfather went. My
grandfather went to school with A.D. Lewis. I don't know what school it was, but it uh, he went
to school with A.D. Lewis.

AB: Uh, these schools that she's discussing are in Richmond, Virginia.
NR: Uh, no, it was in ... Richmond ... ?

AB: Virginia Union is in Richmond.
~: Ye~ uh-huh. You're right. Uh-huh. I had to think about that. [chuckle] But it's some
material that bro ... my brother's daughter, Jennifer, has gathered. And the, some information is in
Washington. She does a lot of work like that, looking up things. In fact, she got a hold of a
program with my grandmother's name on it at Hartshorne. Mmm-hmm, she was in some
program there. And Jennifer might have a speech that my grandfather gave at a Baptist
convention years ago. He was 33 years old when he died. He didn't raise my dad. My dad was 6
months old. And uh, that's the reason my dad, uh, was raised in Pearisburg. Cause, uh, let's see,
where did he have this .. . ? Roanoke; he had a church in Roanoke, my grandfather.

RW-N: Do you know ifthere was any slavery in that family, on your father's side of the family?
NR: My father's side, let's see. There was, um-I don't know about the slavery, but uh, after,

after World War I, no, not World War, could have been the Revolutionary War. It was some war
where they used, uh, it was a big house in Pearisburg that was used for a hospital during the
16

struggle, you know. And that house was given to my dad's people because they were somehow
in that Meadows family. Meadows come from the white part of their family.
RW-N: And, uh, are we talking about the Civil War now, perhaps?
NR: It could, I don't know, I don't remember. I hadn't thought about it in a long time. (RW-N:

But there was, but there was ... ) It had something to do with a war, mmm-hmm.
RW-N: But they, but your family, there were white people in the family too. Is that what you're

telling me? (NR: Mmm-hmm) Or did I understand correctly. (NR: Mmm-hmm) And so somehow
that fam ... , that house was passed on (NR: Yeah, it did.) down to ...
NR: To my family, to my black fuinily.
RW-N: Have you ever traced the white side of the, of that family?

~: Well; uh, I had a little tracing, and they had a reunion in Staunton and I had talked to this
Meadows, and he wanted us to come on out to the reunion.

Af!: This is a white Meadows?
RW-N: And this is in Staunto~ Virginia, right?
NR: Yes. And so, uh, my Aunt Esther had made reservations to go, then she kind of chickened

out, you know, and my sister and I went on. And do you know, uh, ... well, it wasn't, uh, what we
thought it. .. they were not kind like they thought they, like they said they were gonna be nice to
us. And my sister and I went, and it was supposed to be some more Meadows from Columbus to
go, but they chickened out too. Only my sister and I went.
AB: You were the only two black people at this meeting?

NR: Mmm-hmm.

Af!: What about the man who invited you?

Was he there?
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NR: I didn't get to see him. He didn't even show himself Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: When was this? Approximately.
~ : Oh, I don't know how long Aunt Esther's been dead; it was a few years before she passed.

My dad was already dead; he passed in the '60's. Had to be somewhere in the 70's, I think, I'm
not sure exactly.

Mmm-hmm.

AB: And you've had no contact with them since that time?
NR: No contact. Mmm-mmm.

,A!!: And that man who called you (NR: and talked to me.) or who invited you never, never ...
NR: And I remember his name was Cecil, Cecil Meadows.

A!!: And he called from Colwnbus?
NR: No, no, he was in some part of Virginia, (AB: I see.) and he had contacted my cousin, my
dad's cousin, James Meadows, in Columbus, and that's how we got interested, cause, you know,
I wasn't going, but I was going because Aunt Esther was going and Aunt Esther decided not to
go. But for some reason, I know why, they changed her hotel. Instead of where it, uh, the affair
was to be, they had her way off somewhere, you know, where she'd have to take a cab and go so
many miles to get to the place. So anyway, uh, my sister and I went on anyway, we said we were
going and we, uh, just ... we were very disappointed.

RW-N: It wasn't pleasant.
NR: Un-un, it wasn't pleasant at all. Hmm-mmm.
RW-N: What, what happened that it wasn't pleasant?

NR: Oh, nothing big happened. It was just the fact that we were ignored. (RW-N: Yes) You
know, you can be ignored to the point where it's right disgusting. That's all it was. Nothing
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happened, you know, to hurt you, except mentally. Mmm-hmm.

A!!: So we can assume though there was some slavery connection through that family, the
Meadows family and possibly through the ownership of this house that came to you all?
~ : It could have been. It could have been.

A!!: What happened to the house?
NR: The house burned, uh-huh. Uh)'ve talked to my cousin in Columbus, oh, a few weeks ago,
we were in Columbus, and her family was the last one to stay there. Well, the house was, it was a
big house; I said it had wings, you know, different parts, you know. And it had the kind of porch
that go all the way around. And the kitchen was great big and it had like a fireplace in it. I
remember that. Now that land, it might, part ofit might still be in the family. Cause she said that,
well, Floyd;Meadows--this is another Floyd Meadows-he lived in a trailer. He put a trailer on
the land. They gave part of the land for the church. Now the black church there in Pearisburg is
on part of the land. They gave it to the church. Mmm-hmm.
AB: What about on your mother's side of the family? Did you ever hear any stories about

slavery?
~: About slavery? No, uh, now my mother's grandmother's name was Joanna Goins. Now
she was supposed to be part Indian.
AB : Was that, spell Goins, please.

NR: G-o-i-n-s. Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: Your mother' s mother (NR: Grandmother), your mother's grandmother?
~ : My mother' s mother' s mother. Mmm-hmm. Yeah, her name was Joanna Goins.

RW-N: And you thought that she had some American Indian, is that right?
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NR: Mmm-hmm. (RW-N: Yes) No, she, she was, she is, on her picture she even look like she's
got some American Indian. And also on my dad's side, now there were, let me see, Lybrooks.

Uh, the Meadows-Lybrook reunion I went to. It's [inaudible].

AB: Would you spell Lybrook?
NR: L-y-b-r-o-o-k, Lybrook. l'm not sure if it's an "s" on it or not. Mmm-hmm. Do you
remember Howard Henderson? Used to be here? Uh, his mother was Sterling Henderson. Well,

his daddy was in that Lybrook family; in fact, one of his brothers is a doctor. His middle name is
Lybrook.

AJ!: Yes, I remember.

I remember. The brother married one of the twins, sisters whose name I

can't remember. (NR: Oh, uh-huh, yeah.)

RW-N: So you were talking about the Meadows-Lybrook ...
NR: Meadows-Lybrook, uh-huh. (RW-N: Reunion?) Yeah, I went to aMeadows-Lybrook
reunion in, I think it was the '70s, let me see, ?O's, no. It was closer to the '80's because, uh, this
boy that went through here, [referring to someone who had passed through the next room] he
went. He was a baby. He was a little toddler when we went (RW-N: Now Meadows was
(inaudible]. .. ) and he' s 23 . (RW-N: Now Meadows was your father ' s side?) My father's side.

RW-N: And Lybrook, how did that come in?
NR: All right, um. Let's see, Meadows. Well, Floyd Alexander Meadows was my dad' s
grandfather and he married ... let 's see, what is her name? I've got that written, I can [inaudible
word]. He married a Lybrook. And she was supposed to be part Indian. Now I don't know what
part or what kind oflndian it was.

AB: Now when you went to the Meadows-Lybrook reunion, (NR: Uh-huh) uh, there were none
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of the white Meadows family came.
~: No, no, no, no. Uh-huh. This was black.

AB: Were there any stories that any of the people there told about that white Meadows side of
the family?
NR: Uh ... not that I can remember, not that I can remember. Mmm-hmm. Uh, because some of

those Meadows are still living; you know, they would be long-time descended, you know way
back, but, uh, yeah, I don't remember any more about their reunion. Mmm-hmm. But next time I
see Barbara Ann, I'm gonna ask her about it. Barbara Ann is, you know, in that family.
And it was her uncle that started us, you know, talking about going to this reunion.

AB: Have they held it since then? Or just the one time?
NR: Uh .. mot that I know of. Mmm-hmm. I didn't keep up with them. But I did have a letter

from this Cecil Meadows and he said, "You come and I'm going to be sure and uh, greet you and
treat you some kind of way, you know, nice, you know." (AB: Mm-hmm) So that's the reason
we decided to go.
AB: But it didn't happen?

NR: No, it didn't happen. It just, uh, being ignored, uh, all the way. [chuckles]
AB: Do you think he knew you were black?
NR: I think so because he knew that James was black. Mmm-hmm, James Meadows. I think he
did. Mmm-hmm. But, I guess after they got there and started talking, they, uh, decided uh, no,
we don't want any part of this. [chuckle] I think he did know. Mmm-hmm.

AB: If we could go back to Bluefield State, did you like it up there?
NR: I loved it. Mmm-hmm. Yes I did, I did. I like Bluefield cause it didn't get too hot up there
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and I had a lot of friends up there. It was a, it was not a great big college, at that time, it was

small. And, uh, I liked my teachers. I can't even remember the teacher that I got to travel with,
you know, when you take a student to go and solicit students from other places in West Virginia.

I think her name was Miss Alexander. I'm not sure.
AB: Did you have a favorite teacher there, or somebody who uh, impressed you or was a role
model for you?

ID!: Well, yes.

I liked Miss Rose Butler Brown, Dr. Brown, she was. I liked her.

AB: Why?
NR: I don't kno~;I liked her mannerism. [chuckle] And uh, she's ... she was real smart. And I

just, I just ... she was very dignified. I just liked her. And right now, I can't remember, uh, exactly
why.

END TAPE 1 ~ SIDE 1
BEGIN TAPE 1 "SIDE 2

Af!: You were talking about, uh, a favorite teacher. (NR: Uh-huh)
NJ!: Um, let's see, Dr. Brown. Dr. Rose Butler Brown.

Who did you say it was?

That was one ofmy favorite ...

AB: What did she teach?

NR: She was psychology. She taught psychology.
RW-N: I recall other women in Bluefield talking about her. (NR: Mmm-hmm) I'm a psychologist
by training (NR: Is that right.) and I remember thinking she taught psychology.

NJ!: Yeah, I really liked Dr. Brown.
AB: How was dorm life for you cause you'd been reared in a small family and ...

NR: I liked dorm life, uh-huh. I stayed in, first one I stayed in was Payne Hall. Then I stayed in
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Mahood. And the last one was Lewis Hall. They've tom Lewis Hall down, I think. They might
have gotten rid of all of them. I don't know. Lewis Hall was the oldest hall and it was right up
over the cafeteria.

RW-N: So you don't go back there very often? (NR: Un-un) You don't go to the reunions or the
alumni association?

NR: I've been to one reunion and I joined, the uh, Bluefield Association in Philadelphia. Now I
used to go to their affairs cause my sister was in it. Mmm-hmm. Yeah, I; no, I don't go to
Bluefield much. Very seldom.

AB: When you went there, you went up on the train?

NR: Train or bus. Now ifl went on the train, I had to go to Kenova. And we'd get off right in
town. See, cause C & 0 didn't go there. It was the N & W. And uh, it depended on how I
wanted to travel. I liked going up on the train.

AB: How long a trip was it?

NR: I don't remember now. It wasn't a real long trip. But uh, mostly I would, I started, you
know, going up on the bus because I had friends going to Logan and getting off in Charleston or
something like that.

AB: Did you work while you were in college?
NR: Yes, I worked in the library. Mmm-hmm, and uh, every year until I graduated, and that
helped pay for my, uh, fee, my tuition and everything. And uh, you know, that was when young
men were coming back from the service and uh, I did a lot of typing and they would get me
books. [chuckle]

AB: That was through the G.I. Bill?
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NR: Uh-huh. They would get me books. They weren't supposed to, but they did. [chuckle] And,
cause I would do them a service, and they would do me a service. Cause books were not as
expensive as they are now, but they were expensive. Mmm-hmm.

AB: As you look back on your education, all the way through, how do you feel about it now from
this distance?
~: Mmm, I'm glad I went to a black college. Mmm-hmm. I don't think I would have liked

going to a mixed college cause, uh, I'm not that fond of the mixed school Cause our children
aren't doing anything. I look at Huntington High and our children, our ch-when I say "our boys
and girls" I mean our black- they should be doing more and participating more, and they're not
doing it. They don't sing anymore. They, they're not participating in hardly anything but sports.
And I don't like that. Uh, leadership, very few are participating in the leadership part. And I
don't. ..

RW•N: Do you think that that's true in the elementary schools too?
NR: Mmm ... yes, I think so.
AB: Why do you think that is?

NR: I don' t know, I really don't. Uh, maybe it's-, seemingly our parents are participating more
than they used to, but uh, I just, I just don't know. It seem like the uh, students are just not as
interested or something. And I don't know if it' s the way they're treated or what it is. Mmmhmm.

RW•N: Now, ifl understand correctly, you're saying that when the schools became integrated
(NR: Mrnm-hmm) the black kids, at least over some period of time, participated less (NR: Less)

in activities in school?
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.fil!: I think so;

(RW-N: So that ... ) especially leadership, especially leadership.

RW-N: Roles ofleadership. (NR: Mmm-hmm) And clearly that's a disadvantage to them. (NR:
I think so.) Were there other disadvantages for black kids that were due to the integration of the
schools? (NR: Mmm) Did they lose anything else?

NR: I really don't .. .! haven't thought about that. I really don't know.
RW-N: Were there any advantages to them? Did they gain anything from the integration?
NR: I don't think so. I think they worked harder when they were in the black schools.
RW-N: You're talking about academically?

NR: Academically. (RW-N: Okay, so ... ) I really do.
RW-N: And was there something going on in the black schools that ...

fil!:

Yeah,;that push, that drive. The teachers saw to it that, you know, they kind of made you

want to excel and I don't think it's enough push and drive. I'm not saying that you must have
that cause, you know, it should come from the family. It should come from the families too. Uh,
I've always been in a family that pushed education, and, uh, I think, uh, that's why, you know,
our children and our grandchildren.... My siblings,

~

their children have the same feeling, I

think. They believe in education.
RW-N: So you, your sister, your brother, and you all went to college. (NR: Right) Being

encouraged by your mother and father (NR: Mmm-hmm) and especially your father. (NR:
especially my father.) And that was kind of back in the family. (NR: I think so.) Particularly your
father's family. (NR: Mmm-hmm) And then the generation after you, your children, (NR: Mmmhmm), their children, if there's another generation. Do you see that, you see that still as
occurring?
25

~ : Well, I'm hoping so. [chuckling] I'm hoping that, you know, uh, I don't say that they have to

be doctors, lawyers, or anything like that, but you must do something. You know, whatever you
do, try to do it well. You don't have to be somebody that someone considers important, but, uh,
you must, whatever you do, it must be some kind of honest work, honest work. And that's what
we have; I've been thankful for that. I raised my children right off of 16th Street and I never had
any problems. And these kids now, parents don't know what their children are doing. Well, I
knew what mine was doing. I think I did. Why, my son left me a note until he was about, ahnost
out of college [chuckling]. No, he didn't finish college, uh, back when he was supposed to. He
quit and got married. He came back and finished college, but he would leave, it was in a bowl,
sort of like this- I had little balls in it-and he would leave little notes sitting up in there, telling
me where h~ was. I insisted on knowing where they were. And I think it works. I don't believe

in this thing, ah, people say, "Well, you shouldn't invade your child's privacy." Mmm-hmm, yes,
invade it. [laughter]. If you think that there's something wrong, you know. Mmm-hmm. No
surprises for me. [laughter]

RW-N: So you were raised by strict parents. (NR: Strict) Mother and father more or less equally
strict?

NR: Yes, mmm-hmm. They were both strict.
RW-N: And did you have a sense when you were a child, or maybe even now, that there was
agreement between your mother and father on how they looked at the kids and what they wanted
for the kids?

NR: No, I don't think, uh, it went that far, mmm-hmm. I don't think they really sat down and
planned it. It was ...
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RW-N: But they both had the same ...
NR: Evidently, cause it never even crossed my mind that I wouldn't go to college. (RW-N: Uhhuh) Mmm-hmm.

RW-N: Your mother wanted that for ... [inaudible]
NR: No money, just I knew I

was going. [laughter] Yeah, my mother and father both.

AB: Did you work while you were in high school? Or any of you work ...

NR: No, un-un. I didn't work in high school.
RW-N: Did your mother work outside of the family, outside of the home?
NR: She worked in private family till late at night. (RW-N: The whole time, yes.) Yeah.
RW-N: And your dad worked for the railroad, right? (NR: Mmm-hmm) And who did the
cooking, the cleaning, the washing?

NR: My mother and my sister and I. In fact, I've gone home at noon a lot of times to watch what
was cooking.

RW-N: You'd go home from school? (NR: Mmm-hmm) Uh-huh.

NR: You know, say for, if we had something that took a long time to cook, just go home at noon,
check it, leave it on.

RW-N: So you all had chores, your brother too?
NR: Yeah, we had chores. (RW-N: To help ... ) My brother didn't have as many as we did.
[laughter]

AB: Why do you think, just because he was the baby or a boy or what?

NR: Yeah, a boy, uh-huh. Uh, he had to empty the trash and maybe cut the grass. You know,
we had one of those push mowers; we didn't have that much grass to cut. [chuckle] And stuff like
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that. But we had cooking and cleaning and the washing and-well, my mother helped too. My
mother worked all the time. My mother was 42 years old when she passed, died much too early.

AB: Do you think, uh, that with boys in the families at that time, that they were treated differently
from girls in the families?
NR: Mmm-hmm, cause my mother worried about my brother. She, al-she always worried about
him.

AB: About the street influence, or what?
NR: About the street influence, and she didn't want him working at certain jobs, you know, for
his-, when he grew up. And she wanted him to be somebody, I guess. She didn't want him
working on the garbage truck [chuckle]. That's where a whole lot of them ended up. Now I
remember she used that a lot. She didn't want him to do that. So it's a honorable job, but she
didn't want that. She wanted something better for her only son.

AB: Could we go back to your graduation from (NR: Okay) Bluefield State. (NR: Okay) That
was in what year?
NR: 1949.

AB: May or January?

NR: May.
AB: May. And what did you do when you graduated?
NR: What do you mean what did I do?

AB: Well, you, you talked about teaching in Mound Bayou, did you go immediately there?

NR: Oh, yes-well, September I went. Mmm-hrnm.
AB: How' d you get that job?
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NR: Uh, how did I get it? See it was advertised and I'll tell you who told me about it, Theda
Bishop. Theda Johnson. And I went with them. (AB: With Theda?) Uh-huh. I drove down
there; well, they drove and I went with them.

RW-N: For the interviewing? You mean when you moved? (NR: No, for the job.) When you
moved, uh-huh. (NR: Yeah, uh-huh.)

AB: Uh, tell us about Mound Bayou.

NR: Oh, uh, well, Mound Bayou was a all black town, you know that, don't you? And, uh, it
was real nice. See, uh, I liked it because the people were so respectful of teachers. And, uh, I
didn't have any problem with students cause all you had to do was go and sit down and talk with
the parents and, you know, and work it out with the students. And, um, I taught in high school
there. I was;a high school teacher.

AB: How big was Mound Bayou?

.fil!: You know, I don't know.

Uh, you mean as far as population? (AB: Mmm-hmm) I don't

remember; it's too far back. But anyway, they had what was called a consolidated school. It
went from the first grade through the twelfth. Mmm-hmm. And, uh, the architecture was real
nice, you know. In the south, the architecture is very uh, artistic looking.

AB: What grade did you teach?

NR: I taught in, I taught from the tenth through twelfth. Mmm-hrnm. And I taught, uh, history,
American history, government, and home economics. And I was the librarian. [chuckles]

AB: How many students were in your classes?

NR: Let me see. I imagine it was anywhere from 17 to 20. Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: Now, your degrees from Bluefield, you got a bachelor's of arts or science? (NR: Of
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science) In two fields? (NR: In two fields.) In home economics and (NR: in social science) social
science.

NR: And I got my elementary degree at Marshall. And my master's plus 30.
RW-N: That was later on? That was later?
NR: After I came home, mmm-hmm.
AB: Now, when you went to Mound Bayou, you said that Theda Johnson drove.

fil!: Her husband, Bishop.
A)!: Bishop, she was married by that time. (NR: Uh-huh.) Were they working down there too?
(NR: Yeah) In Mound Bayou?

NR: We worked at the same school. Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: Where did you live down there?
NR: Uh, we lived in, at first we lived in what they called a teacher's cottage. You know, it was
rooms off from porches, you know. And then here in the middle, there was a living room and
kitchen and stuff, I don' t know. But it was what they called a teacher's cottage. And then I, after
Theda and Bish didn't go back, then I started rooming with the ... I stayed another year, and I
roomed with a lady out in the community.
AB: Now Mound Bayou had a black mayor or ... ?

NR: Mmm-hmm, black mayor, black doctors, black postmaster, mmm-hmm, yep, everything.
AB: And all told, how many years were you there?

NR: Two, I was only there two years.
AB : And then what did you do?

NR: Well, I came home. My mother died meanwhile, and I came back here. I wanted to teach in
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Huntington, but I subbed cause I didn't get a teacher's job. That's when I started going to
Marshall to get elementary, cause I thought I could get on there quicker. And, uh ...
AB: About what year would that have been, Nancie?

NR: Let's see, [cough] it was in the 50's.
AB: So you went to Marshall as a graduate student?
NR: Yeah, mmm-hmm. I had finished school. I went as a graduate, but when I took elementary

ed. that was, uh, that wasn't in graduate work.
RW-N: Undergraduate courses?
NR: Undergraduate.
AB: So, but this would have been after 1954?
NR: Mmm, '54.
AB: After the Brown decision?
NR: Un-un. It was-when I first started going to Marshall, it was before '54 cause my son was

born in '54 and I was in college, and I was going to college. And I had, oh, I don't know how
many hours, getting my elementary. (AB: Mmm-hmm)
RW-N: See, I was under the impression that they would not accept black students at Marshall.
AB: That's what I'm interested in too.
NR: Uh, let me see.
AB: Not as- . (tape stopped, then restarted] We were talking with Mrs. Robinson about her days

at Marshall University. When, Mrs. Robinson, did you think that you started at Marshall?
NR: I started at Marshall, it had to be, uh, let me see. It was probably '52 or '3.
AB: In the graduate program?
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NR: And I must have been in the graduate program, uh-huh.
AB: And you were doing substitute teaching, you said at that time. (NR: Yes, uh-huh). Where

were you substituting, at what schools?

NR: I taught at, uh, Douglass High School, Barnett, uh, they called me to go to Cox's Landing,
but then I got a call not to come. ·
AB: Cox's Landing, was that a black school?

NR:No.
AB: That was a white school?

NR: Here in Huntington.
AB: Do you attribute your call not to come to the racial question?

NR: It was the racial question. Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: Do you know that for a fact?

NR: Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: Can you tell us about that?

NR: Well, they just, um-let's see, what did they say? It wouldn't be very pleasant for me. And,
you know, since it was just substitute, I just didn't fight it or anything because, you know, it
wasn't worth it to me. And, uh, yeah, I have, uh, I was hired to teach at, I believe it was Cox's
Landing, and then they switched me right quick. Some parents went to the board, they did not
want me up there. Cause some of the parents told me this.
AB: About what year would that have been?

NR: That had to be, well, they instead switched me to Jefferson, whatever year I taught at
Jefferson Elementary .
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AB: So it would have been after 1954?

fil!: Mmm-hmm.

This was after 1954. Mmm-hmm.

A!!: Now, uh, at what year were you married?

Was that before you went to Mound Bayou or

after you came back?

NR: After I came back. Mmm~hmm. Let me see, what year. Uh, so it had to be around '50 or
'51. I've forgotten exactly which year, I can look, but it was about '50 or' 51. Mmm-hmm.

A!!: And would you tell us your husband's name, please1
NR: About '50, '51. '51 probably. Uh, Charles Ira Robinson. Mmm-hmm.
AB: And you have two children, and would you give us their names please?
NR: Uh, Vicky Farris, uh, Goodson Scott. [chuckle] And, uh, my son is Charles Ricky Robinson.
Mmm-hmm.

AB: And your daughter lives here in Huntington?

NR: She lives here.
AB: And what about your son?
NR: My son lives in Columbus, Ohio.
RW-N: Would you give us their birth dates?
NR: Umm, Vicky's birthday is, uh, June 23 rd , 1952, and Ricky's is September 11 1\ 1954.
AB: So you then, uh, you have two small children, (NR: Mmm-hmm, at that time) you were
doing, you're doing substitute work, (NR: Mmm-hmm) and taking classes at Marshall. (NR:
Right) When did you get a firm appointment to teach in the public school system?

NR: Let me see now. See, Vicky ... let me see ... Ricky must have been around 6 years old. So it
had to be about 1960, something like that.
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A!!: So for about 6 years then, you continued to do substitute work?
NR: Mmm-hmm. And I worked, uh, in private family [chuckle] to make it. And what else did I
do? I was going to school.

RW-N: Now during that time, if you had you been offered a full-time teaching job, would you
have taken it?

NR: Yes, mmm-hnnn. l would have taken it. In fact, the next full-time teaching job I had was in
Ohio. I left here when Ricky was a baby. In fact, his first birthday, I was away in Ohio teaching.
And I had left him here with a lady named Miss Tilly Sleet, and I came back that weekend after I
started teaching and got him, got both of them. I had both of them. I left both ofmy children.
And I only left them for about a week.

RW-N: How'd you get that job in Ohio?
~ : Um, I think I found that in the paper.

AB: What part of Ohio?
NR: Glenmount, Ohio.
AB: Where is that?
NR: Glenmount is about midway between Columbus and Cleveland. And it's up near Mil-have
you ever heard of Millersburg? You ever heard of Berlin? (AB: No) Wooster? (AB: Yes)
Wooster, it's up near Wooster. And, um, it was all white. [laughter] In fact, uh, the principal told
me that when I wrote, you know, about the job that I had seen in the paper, they drove down here
to see about me. They talked to Mr. Davis that had the, the a grocery store on 18 th Street, (AB:
Yes) and he said some mighty nice things about me. And uh, they didn't tell me until I was about
ready to leave that first year, that they had been here checking on me. But they hired me.
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AB: So they knew that you were black (NR: Yeah) before you crune?

NR: Mmm-lnnm, they saw me. Mmm-hmm. They saw me, um...
~: Did you go for an interview?
~: Mmm-mmm. [no] They, uh, saw me, I guess on my porch. I lived on Artisan, near the
store. And, uh, they saw me, and uh, they, uh, hired me, you know, from this, um-you know, I
sent in a application and they just hired me.

AB: Do you remember the nrune of the school?
~: Uh-huh. Glenmount High School. I have two books from it. I taught there two years.
Glenmount High School It's no longer a high schooi they have, you know, gone in with other
places. But the school where I used to teach is now a community center. Ricky drove up there
last year-his work took him up that way-and he was, he wanted to know, uh, about the people
I stayed with. And he couldn't think of the lady's name. He thought her nrune was um, Miss
Naomi, but it was Miss Nommay, N-o-m-m-a-y. And he had asked about the wrong-but this
person he talked to remembered when I taught there.
AB: So, Miss Nommay, was that a black or white family?

~: White. (AB: It was a white family?) It was all white; no, no blacks there.
AB: So you lived with this family? Who took care of the children?

NR: The lady that I lived with took care of both of the children.
AB: What about that kind of environment? That was a different environment from anything

you'd ever known.

NR: I know; it was very nice and I didn't stay. I stayed two years, because I didn't want to bring
my children up in that-it was getting near time for Vicky to go to at least nursery or something.
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And I didn't want her to, you know, have false realizations. So I, uh, came back here, and it
wasn't long before I got a job here. Mmm-hmm.

AB: So I had thought that you had substituted that whole time, but the two years came in
between; you left Marshall and your substitute work here, went to Ohio, is that right?

fil!: Yeah, I left the substitute work and got a job. (AB: So, uh-huh.) That's when Ricky was a
little less than a year old. Ricky turned a year old on my job in Ohio.

Al!: So that would have been about 1955?

(NR: Yeah, mmm-hmm) And you stayed there two

years, so you came back here about 1957.

fil!:

Yeah, mmm-hmm. And then, um, what? Did I go back to subbing? I think I did and then I

finally got a job. Mmm-hmm.

RW-N: And where was your husband during these years?
NR: He was here. [chuckle] He stayed uh-well, when I was in Mississippi, I wasn't married.

When I was in Ohio, and you know, he'd come up, or I'd go home or something like that. But I
had to do something. It was necessary for me to work, I'll leave it at that.

A!!: So when you came back, and you substituted for a while, how long was it before you got a
job, full-time?

NR: I'm trying to think cause I've taught in this county 32 years. Seem like to me when I got on
here, Ricky was ... I don't know if he was in the first grade or in nursery school over at Barnett.

Mmm-hmm. I don't remember.
RW-N: When you, after you went to work then did you work for this county in this school
district the whole time until you retired? (NR: Yeah) And that was 32 years?

NR: Mmm-hmm. After I got on in Cabell county, I worked 32 years.
36

RW-N: And when did you retire?
NR: I retired in 1989. Mmm-hmm.

A!!: What was the name of the first school that you went to, Nancie, when you came home? (NR:
In Huntington?) Yes.
NR: Uh, Barnett School.

M: And what grades did you teach?
NR: I taught sixth grade.
AB: Had you by that time gone back to Marshall to get the elementary certification?

fil!: Uh, I had ... seems like I had some ... I may have gone back to Marshall after that and
:finished it cause Mr. Johnson was principal and they were coming out strong with math and that's
why I had-ii took so many math courses over at Marshall, and science also. And I taught science
over at Barnett. I taught the, uh, science while the music teacher taught my music and stuff like
that. But you know, I don't remember exactly. I kept switching up on what I wanted to do
because I had to find a field where they needed me. You know, to teach here. But I did get my
uh, elementary degree because. I did my student teaching in the lab school over there, over at

Marshall. Remember when they had a lab school?
RW-N: Now the, the schools now had become integrated. (NR: Uh-huh) Cause you had gone to

Ohio, you had taught in a white community in white schools.

NR: Yeah, but that had nothing to do with this.
RW-N: That had nothing to do with this. And then, but by the time you came back and got a

full-time job, the schools had become integrated.
NR: Mmm-hmm.
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AB: But she began teaching ...
NR: But I taught at all black schools.
AB: At the black elementary school.
NR: That's where they hired me. Mmm-hmm. Well, (RW-N: But it wasn't all black then

[inaudible]) mmm-hmm. No, I take that back. I'm beginning to get it now. They hired me to
teach at Cox Landing, and they didn't want me up there: They went together as a, you know, a
group of parents didn't want me up there. And they sent me to Jefferson. I left Jefferson and
went to Barnett.
AB: Where is Jefferson?
NR: Jefferson is ... is it 19th Street West? It's in the west end. It's either 19th Street ... I think

Jefferson's;closed now.
AB: Was that an all white school?

NR: Yeah.
AB: Were there any black students at all?
NR: No, un-un.
AB: Were there any other black teachers?

NR: Un-un. I taught at another school here that was all white and that was West Junior.

·,-

All: WeU, at Jefferson, how were you received by parents and students and other teachers at
Jefferson?

NR: Um, I was received, I guess pretty nice by the parents cause one parent who was well
th

thought of down there had checked on me at this place on 8 Avenue. What is it, Scott Center?
He 'd ask some questions and what not. And so when he gave the okay, a lot the parents were
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very ruce. You'd, you'd be surprised how these people do. I don't know what he asked, but I
guess they want to know about your character and what not.
RW-N: Now, and they asked somebody in the black community about you. (NR: Mmm-hmm,

over at Scott's Center) Scott's Center. What is Scott's Center?
~ : Scott Community Center (RW-N: I see.) is a ... you know Miss Maudella was over there,
Miss Maudella Taylor and Miss Jenny Moore were over there for years. And I guess this fellow,

if he wanted to know anything, he felt like they would know. And they must have passed on a
good word because I didn't have any trouble with the parents. But I know one thing, that the
teachers were not that friendly. Of all the-I've taught with a lot of white teachers-but I've
only remained friends with two. [chuckle] And we're very good friends.
AB: Howfong were you at Jefferson?
NR: I stayed at Jefferson about two years and a spot came open at Barnett.
AB: But you said you went to, from-let me get this-they, (NR: From Jefferson) What about

West Junior?
NR: West Junior was after Barnett closed. You know, Barnett closed. And that was after that.
AB: Nancie, how did you feel about what happened at Cox's Landing and about your experiences

at Jefferson? How'd, how'd you feel about that?

NR: Mmm, well, you know, I've always been kind of a private person and I just, I wasn't friendly
with the teachers. I just didn't try to be friendly. I wasn't mean to them or anything, but I didn't
want to be frien-1 just wanted to do my work, do my job, and come home. And that's what I
did. Uh, I remember at Jefferson, there was a place called Colonial Lanes; it's still open. They,
and Jefferson had a bowling team. Well, instead of them asking me-it was the teachers-instead
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of them asking me ifl wanted to be on the bowling team and give me the right to
refuse or whatever, they didn't. They would like sneak off in the evenings like they
weren't going anywhere. And I never heard anything about it until I heard from
one of the patrons at Colonial Lanes, wanted to know why I wasn't on the bowling team.
I didn't even know they had one. And then another thing, like they would have
birthday parties for themselves and they wouldn't tell me anything about it. And I just happen
to go down the cafeteria and there they were after school having a party. [chuckle] Well, see, I
was always at school because I had to wait until Charles came from South Point cause we didn't
have but one car. And uh, I, I just, after that I just didn't try to make friends with any of the
teachers at Jefferson.
AB: Was there a teacher's lounge there?

NR: No, but seemingly they congregated in the base-, in the cafeteria.
AB: What was your relationship with the students?

NR: I think I got along well with the students. Mmm-hmm. In fact, I still see, in fact, students I
had at Jefferson and West Junior are-they recognize me more than some of the students I had at
Barnett. [chuckle] Or Spring Hill. And that was a long time ago. Mmm-hmm.
AB: How did you get the job at Barnett?

NR: Miss Ellis retired. And uh, see, somebody told me about it, and I put in for it. I think Mr.
Slash at that time was over math or something; he told me about it. He thought, you know, I
would like that better. Because, for one thing, it was in, within walking distance and it was pretty
hard for me to get back and forth to Jefferson because the buses, either I had to be real early
before you could get in the school or I'd be late, you know. It was in ... Cab fare was so
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expensive. And so I think that's why I went to Barnett.

AB: And how long were you at Barnett?
~ : Until it closed. I don't remember whether it was 8 years or 10 years. It's a long time.
[laughter]

!,!!: Did there, were there ever any white students who crune to Barnett?
~ : Yeah, I remember a couple of little white girls. But they weren't in my class. And then we
had white teachers too. But I remember at least two little white girls. They weren't sisters or
anything, you know, and maybe it wasn't even the same time. But I didn't teach them. I don't
know about them much.
RW-N: Now these schools were integrated legally, but because they drew on the communities,

the schools really...
NR: They integrated one way. They, it went one way. Cause see, Douglass should have been

integrated instead of all black cause it was a lot of white students that lived in the Douglass area.
RW-N: But they closed that, didn't they ... and, and....
NR: They didn't close it right away ...
RW-N: They didn't close it right away ...
NR: Un-tm, no, it stayed open for a while.
RW-N: But the schools never were very integrated because they drew on the community kids,

right? So if the school happened to be more in a black community, most of the students would be
black, and in a white community, most of the students would be white. So ...

NB: No, in the black community, they were all black.

Now at Spring Hill, it's different. You

know, it's black and white over there. Now I taught there my last 8 years. And I had both black
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and white students.

AB: So from when Barnett closed, you were transferred ... or did you choose the next school
you went to, or was it simply wherever there was an opening?

NR: It was an opening at West Junior. And it was one black teacher down there, Miss Edna
Ross. Mmm-hmm, and so I got on down there.

AB: And how long were you there?
NR: I was there [chuckle], you know, I don't know. Several years. I was there until ... well, it
was really a bad winter and Mr. Slash was getting ready to retire, I think.

RW-N: He was the principal?
NR: Un-un, he was the superintendent of schools. So I said I'd better get out of here and get-, I
wanted to go to Spring Hill. I'd better go to Spring Hill cause if anything happens I can walk to
Spring Hill. And so ...

AB: You wanted to make that transfer before Mr. Slash retired?

fil!: Uh-huh, and I did. Mmm-mm.

But other than that, I liked West Junior.

AB: What was your relationship with the teachers there?
NR: I had two :friends that I still have, only two. Mmm-hmm. And I thought a lot of them.
AB: What about your relationship with the parents and students?

NR: The parents ... the students were much better. The parents, uh, I didn't ...
AB: What do you mean much better? Better than what?
NR: Well, the, I liked the students better than the parents. The parents were the ones that were a

little prejudiced. The students were not.
AB : What makes you feel that the parents were prejudiced?
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NR: Well, the way they acted. Say for instance, when we had, uh, nights where you come and
talk to the teachers, I was ignored quite a bit. And, I just didn't have any dealings with the
parents.

AB: What helped you, Nancie, withstand that kind of treatment?
NR: You know, I just don't know. I think, I think I'm still a little bitter. Um, I don't know what
made me stay in the field. I like working with children and, uh, the students, I had a lot of respect
for. Now I didn't have all perfect students, no, but all in all, I liked what I was doing with them
and for them. And I guess that's all I ever wanted to be. Now after I started teaching at
Marshall, I wish I had gone into college teaching. I think I like working with older students
better. Mmm-hmm. But, and that might have been because I was getting older. [chuckle]

RW-N: And what was your teaching at Marshall?
NR: Oh, I just taught 096 math, pre-algebra it was called.
RW-N: And did you teach that ... ?
NR: I wasn't, I was just extra.
RW-N: You were an adjunct? (NR: mmm-hmm) You were teaching ...
NR: Yeah, cause I was retired and, you know, I couldn't take a ...
RW-N: You did that after you retired?
NR: Yes.
RW-N: And you liked that quite well?
NR: Mmm-hmm, yes, I did.
AB: Back up again to, uh, you're now, you transferred from West Junior to Spring Hill. (NR:
Mmm-hmm) And did you . . .
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END TAPE 1- SIDE 2
BEGIN TAPE 2 - SIDE 1
AB: Ancella Bickley speaking. Rita Wicks-Nelson and I are at the home of Nancie Robinson
Smith in Huntington, West Virginia. [correct name is Nancie Smith Robinson] Today is August
31, 1999. [equipment checking]
RW-N: We are reviewing with Mrs. Robinson, her career, her occupation, and we have already
talked about that she went through Bluefield State in three and a half years, that she did graduate
magna cum laude. And that she then, in the following September, began in Mound Bayou in
Mississippi. And she was telling us why she decided to leave that school district. Would you paint
that picture for us?
NR: Well, !it was a all black town. I didn't have any problem, you know, with the people there.
But, uh, different white people would come through there that I had to deal with because, first of
all, I was not only a teacher, but I was the cafeteria manager and the librarian. And I had to make

out certain government reports. [noise] So what was I saying?
RW-N: You were saying that you had to make out certain government ...

ID!: Oh, government reports.

And I didn't get along too well with the people that they had, uh,

that they sent, you know, for me to work with. First of all, they were kind of rude to me, this one
particular fellow anyway. And he was upset that I didn't call him "Mr."; I forgot what his name
was. Well, he was calling me "Nancie" so I thought it was all right to call him [AB: chuckles]
whatever his name was, James or whatever, cause it, you know. And being just out of school,
you know, maybe I was a little more smart aleck than I usually am. [chuckles] So, anyway, um,
we had a little argument. And he said he just couldn't work with me. And, uh, anyway, when I
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talked with the principal, he worked it out, you know, where we needed to be nicer to one
another. But, this, it just wasn't going to work. But I told my dad about it, and it was steadily
getting worse with two different white people that I had to work with. And things were getting so
bad in the paper. You remember they had a-what was the name of this black paper? Pittsburgh
Courier. (AB: Mmm-hmm) And it wasn't about Mound Bayou, but it was about different things
in the south. Remember the buses started going there and they were trying to help the people to
register to vote, that's what it was. And so my dad talked me into coming home cause he said,
you know, it just wasn't worth it. You know, try to get a job up this way. (AB: Mmm-hmm) So
I listened to him because it was, it was different. When I left Mound Bayou, it was different.
AB: Were you frightened while you were there?
NR: Not in Mound Bayou. I was maybe a little frightened when I went other places. We went to

Arkansas and different other places in Mississipp~ Yazoo City. I was over the Tri-Hi-Y Girls,
that's the Y, they called the high school group Tri-Y. Am\of course, I took them different
places. I was very active in the community there. And when I'd leave Mound Bayou, then it was
a little bit frightening.

RW-N: So you came home then and you married soon after that. (NR: Yes) Is that correct?
(NR: Mmm-hmm) When you came home, you married? (NR: Yeah, mmm-hmm) And then, um,

you stayed here in Huntington, (NR: Mmm-hmm, yes) in fact, all these years, all the subsequent
years. And that was the years that you were substituting, um, going to Marshall for more college
credits. (NR: Mmm-hmm) And you were also doing other kinds of work. (NR: Mmm-hmm) And
one of the kinds of work that you were doing was with private family? (NR: Mmm-hmm) Were
you doing any other kinds of work?
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fill: Yes, I did.

I drew kitchen-, Youngstown Kitchen plans. [chuckles] And I can't think of the

name of the company, but do you remember the old Youngstown kitchens? They were metal and
I drew the, you know, plans.

:Y}.: So does that mean if I wanted to have my kitchen redone or something ...
_fil!: Mmm-hmm. I could take measurements and it was a fellow, I can't think of his name; we
called him Cookie. He taught me how to do this. (RW-N: uh-huh)

AB: So you would design the kitchen then, (NR: Design it) where the stove would go, (NR: Uhhuh) where the refrigerator would be ...
~: And the different size cabinets. Mmm-hmm. In fact, I think I might still have one of those
blueprints.
A}!: Was Cookie a black fellow or a white fellow?

NR: No, he was a white. (AB: Mmm-hmm) In fact the fellow that hired me was white. And the

plant, the place was, hmm, you know, it was, seem like I wanna put it over there near where, uh,
2nd Avenue is. But I've forgotten exactly where it is, where it was. (AB: Mmm-hmm)
But they specialized in Youngstown Kitchens.

RW-N: Let me ask you something. I could ask why they thought you could do that design, but I
wanna ask why you thought you could do that design. (NR: Well) Because you were trained to be
a teacher; what interest did you have in that?

@: I used-, cause I had so many other different things. I can't even remember where all I went.
I even went to, uh, I guess it was one of Cabell county's schools, but I took up slip cover making.
(RW-N: uh-huh) And, you know, I've forgotten where I learned to draw these blueprints, I've
forgotten.
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AB: Why did you, why did you take up slip cover making? Was it because you were interested in

sewing or because you were just interested in, well, just why?
~ : Well, I was interested, first of all, in dietetics. Then I became interested in color and design
and I used to draw. But not very well, I don't think, but I liked that. And when I was drawing
these kitchen plans, I really liked that. I don't know where I started it, but, you know, you draw
something to represent the window and the door and the cabinets and ... I don't know.

RW-N: Did you ever consider staying in that line of work?
NR: Mmm, not really [chuckles] because I didn't know about the money. I wanted to be a
teacher. (RW-N: Yes) That's the reason I kept changing my field. In fact, I started to be a
science teacher. In fact, I had 23 hours of science. But I never did, well, the only place I taught
science was at Barnett School. I started that laboratory, that science laboratory that they ended
up with. Of course, it went, you know, when the school closed. (AB: Mmm-hmm)

RW-N: Was there any other kinds of work that you've done, that perhaps we haven't heard
about?

NR: [chuckle] Let's see, I made slip covers for some company here; I can't think of the name of
it. And then I used to do it on my own, slip covers. And uh, I don't know, I can't think of
anything else (RW-N: Okay, that's fine.) I worked in. Mmm-hmm.

RW-N: All right, so then, and then you went to Ohio, probably around 1955, we think it was.

NR: Yes, it was. It was 1955 cause my son would have been a year old on his birthday.
RW-N: And the name of that town was Glenmont? (NR: Glenmont) G-1-e-n (NR: m-o-n-t) One
word? (NR: Mmm-hmm, Glenmont, Ohio) And you were in the high school there?
NR: Mmm-hmm, well, it was a consolidated school. (RW-N: Consolidated school) It was from
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the first to the twelfth. And I taught from the 9th up. (RW-N: Okay) Mmm-hmm.
AB: And what did you teach?

NR: I taught home economics, American history, chemistry, and ... what else did I teach?
American history [whisper to self], and English, for some reason.

RW-N: And then you came back to Huntington and you worked at Jefferson and what grade did
you teach at Jefferson? Or what subjects?

NR: Let's see, was that the first through ... ? Yeah, that was when they hired me to teach at Cox's
Landing and the parents went to the Board. They didn't want me up there. So they asked me
would I mind teaching at Jefferson. Well, it didn't make any difference to me because I did not
have a car; in fact, I didn't drive at that time. And I had to pay a cab to go to Cox Landing, and I
could go to Jefferson on the bus.

RW-N: And you taught, now is that an elementary school?
NR: Yes, uh-huh. I taught 6th grade.
RW-N: You taught 6th grade. And then you were in 6th grade at Barnett.
NR: Yes, (RW-N: And then at West...) I left Jefferson and went to Barnett.
RW-N: Then you went to West Junior High. What did you teach there?
NR: West Junior, I taught home economics and something else. I don't wanna get it wrong. I
think l taught. .. no, I didn't teach English .. .I taught social studies.

RW-N: And that would have been like what, 7th , 8th grade or something like that?

NR: Yes, at that time it was ih, 81\ 9th because it was a junior high. [overlapping voices]
RW-N: And you taught all of those levels?

NR: Mmm-hmm. Yes.
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RW-N: And then you went to Spring Hill? (NR: Yes) For the last 8 years. And you taught what
at Spring Hill?

NR: For the last 9 years. (RW-N: 9 years, okay.) What did I teach at Spring Hill? I started out
th

teaching ... which grade was that? ... 5 grade.

RW-N: Is that an elementary school?
~: Mmm-hmm. And I ended up teaching 3rd grade. [chuckles]

RW-N: Okay. I wanna tum to a minute for your Marshall education. (NR: Mmm-hmm) Or I'll
go back to Bluefield. Now at Bluefield, you majored in social science and home ec. And you have,
you had a, what, a high school certificate, education certificate?

NR: Yes, they called it a double major.
RW-N: Okay. And it was in education, right? (NR: Mmm-hmm) Okay. And then at Marshall
you ...

NR: It was a, I had a bachelor of science, a B.S.
RW-N: Bachelor of science. (Mmm-hmm) Right. And at Marshall did you actually get a degree
or a certificate in elementary ed.?

NR: A certificate.
RW-N: You got a certificate there, okay. And you had a master's degree plus 30, right? (NR:
Mmm-hmm) Plus 30 credits?

NR: Plus 32 hours. (RW-N: 32 hours) Well, you know, I thought I was aiming for the master's
plus 30 because they pay you on the basis ofa master's, a master's plus 15, and plus 30. And I
thought I was up to 30 hours, and I had 29. [chuckles] So I went on back and took a 3-hour
course and that's why I had 32 hours. (chuckles]
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RW-N: We wanted to check on the birthdate of your mother. Now you told us that your father
was born in "oh-two." [meaning 1902] (NR: Mmm-hmm) And your mother was 6 years younger.
(NR: Younger.) Okay.

fil!: And she was born in "oh-eight." [meaning 1908] That's the way my dad put it. [chuckles]
RW-N: And you also told us that both of your parents had not finished school. Does that mean
not finished high school, grade school. .. ?

NR: High school.
RW-N: Not :finished high school. Do they have any high school?
NR: Uh, no, because my dad only went to 8th grade.
RW-N: Mmm-hmm. And would that be true for your mother too?
NR: My mother, no, my mother didn't go to the 8th • I think she went to about 6 or 7th • I'm not
sure which.

RW-N: Mmm-hmm, mmm-hmm. And can you tell us the year that you lost your dad?

.fil!: 1967, I believe.
RW-N: When you were growing up, uh, was there anyone else who lived with you for any
extended time in your family home, a grandmother, or an aunt or uncle, anyone like that?

NR: Well, my grandmother lived with us a few months, but not years cause she was getting ready
to move to-well, the doctor gave her a certain amount of time to live and she packed up, sold
out and was going home to Virginia to die.

RW-N: Now this was your mother's mother?
NR: Mrnrn-hmm. And she went down and stayed and stayed. [chuckles] And she moved back
here. [chuckles]
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A!!;_ At least she didn't die!

.fil!: No. [laughter] Her doctor died, the one down there died so she crune back to Huntington.
(RW-N: A funny story) And she roomed with some people named Peters, I believe. They lived
near Huntington High School, in the alley.
RW-N: So when you grew up, there was mother, father, and a brother and sister in your home,
basically. (NR: Right) We don't have much about, about Mr. Robinson. Now you married in
1951. Um, can you tell us the amom1t of education, how many years he stayed in school?

fil!: He finished high school.

And he went to college a week. [laughter] True.

RW-N: Decided it was not for him. (NR: Yeah.)

A!!;_ Where did he go?
NR: To West Virginia State. Left all his things up there. Now he was more able to go than I was
or any ofus.
AB: You mean financially?

fil!: Financially. He didn't go.
RW-N: And what kinds of work has, has he done over the years?
NR: Oh, he worked at Connors Steel. And, uh, he worked there m1til it closed. He didn't work
there to begin with. First of all, he was the dog catcher [chuckles] here. And then he worked,
yeah, he worked with Ashley Motley. And then ...
RW-N: Who's Ashley Motley? That's someone's nrune?
AB: That's a fellow from here, we grew up with. [overlapping voices]
NR: He was the dog catcher, I guess you'd call it. And he worked m1der Ashley. Let's see ....
RW-N: How do you spell that, the steel company?
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NR: Connors Steel? C-o-n-n-o-r-s. It was H.K. Porter when he first went there, and then it
became Connors Steel. And now it's West Virginia Steel.

AB: That~s over on, down from 16th Street, over ...
~ : Mmm-hmm, near Marshall.

Al!: Marshall, mmm-hmm.
NB: Over that way.
RW-N: But he didn't stay with them, right?
NR: Yes, he did. (RW-N: He did.) Yeah, he retired from Connors Steel. (RW-N: Oh, okay.)
They closed the plant for one thing, and opened up again as West Virginia Steel. But they told
the men-; in fact, he got a, I think he got a raw deal out of that because he retired before he was
old enough,to retire and that meant that his retirement was not a hundred percent. It was much
smaller. But he worked at, it was a plant over in Ohio; what was the name of that plant? Mmm, I
can't think of it, but it was a plant and he left being a dog catcher to work in this plant. It was a
chemical plant. And it's closed now, but it became a part of Ashland.

AB: Was that at South Point?
NR: Yeah, what was the name of that?

A!!: Wasn't that the Carbide plant at, at...?
NR: It wasn't called Carbide.
AB: I remember.
NR: I cannot think of the name of it, but he worked there until he got a job over here in
Huntington with H.K. Porter. That was the name of it at first. (RW-N: [inaudible] Conners
Steel Company, yes.)
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RW-N: Now your son and daughter, we do have their names and we have their birthdates, and I
think we talked about them, but it was not on tape. (NR: Oh, well, my daughter ... ) Could you
tell us a little bit on tape about them?

NR: About my son and daughter. My daughter's the oldest. She's about 2 years older than my
son. And when she finished high schooi she was one of the last graduating classes at Marshall,
the Marshall lab school. It was a laboratory school. (AB: Mmm-hmm) And she was in that last
class.
RW-N: You mean as a student?

NR: Mmm-hmm, it was a laboratory school.
RW-N: I didn't know they had a high school laboratory school.
NR: Yes~they did. Mmm-hmm. And she finished with, uh, I think Lisa Williams was in that

class. And Linda Hayes. Those were some of her friends. Dr. Wright's daughter; well, she
finished the year before Vicky. That was Debbie, Debra. (AB: Mmm-hmm) Debra Wright, Dr.
Wright's daughter.
RW-N: And were you happy with the education she got there?

NR: Uh, yes, mm-hmm. Well, she wanted to go, It was my doing; she wanted to go because she
and Lisa were good friends and Linda, and she, she didn't want to go to Huntington High. She
said. [chuckles] But anyway, she had gone to Oley and by having these friends she wanted to go
with them to the lab school.
RW-N: I don't know what Oley is.
NR: Oh, Oley Junior High School.

RW-N: And how do you spell that?
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~: 0 -1-e-y. It's tom down now.

RW-N: Okay, and then what did your daughter do after that?
NR: After she finished Marshall, she said she went to college for me one year. [chuckles]
She went to-oh, I know, what is wrong with my memory. It' s in Louisville, Kentucky. What is
the name of it? It's a real nice school where Miss Gunn's daughters went.

AB: University of Louisville? (NR: Of what?) Of Louisville, University?
NR: Un-un, no. (AB: I don't know.) What was the name of that school? It was near those med
schools. [chuckles]

RW-N: That's okay, it you think about it you can [inaudible words]. But she went one year.
NR: She went one year for me. (RW-N: And then?) And then she went to work in, well, my
brother worked in Washington. He was branch chief of FCC, Federal Communication
Commission, and she got a job working there. And he thought she was still there working and she
had signed up to go to Florida to work for National Airlines. Mmm-hmm. And she went to
Florida and was interviewed and passed at everything. So she told my brother that she had
resigned [chuckles] and she went to work as a flight attendant. Well, National Airlines sold out to
Pan-Am so that's where she ended up, at Pan-Am, cause Pan-Am went out of business or
something, closed the gates. Mmm-hmm. And that's when she came back home. Well, by then
she had married and divorced. In fact, I went to her divorce in Florida that ' s-, and that same
weekend, I went to Ricky's wedding. [chuckles] My son's wedding and Vicky' s divorce. Ricky's
wedding was on a Saturday and I went Monday to her divorce. Uh, she stayed married about,
mmm, maybe 7 years, something like that.

RW-N: So she lives in Huntington now? (NR: Yes, she' s back) And she has remarried, yes?
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NR: Yes, she's remarried, mmm-hmm. She divorced when her oldest son was about 3, 2 or 3

years old.
RW-N: So you have grandchildren.

NR: Mrnm-hmm. Yeah, I have four living, and one was killed in a car wreck.
RW-N: And I think you did tell us that, but again I didn't get that on the tape (NR: Yeah, uh-

huh) so, um, at least we have it now. Now they're not all Vicky's children, right?

NR: No, Vicky has 2 and Ricky has 3, had 3. He has 2 living.
RW-N: And is he living here in town too?
NR: No, Ricky's the one I was just talking to. He works in Columbus, Ohio. And he's the one

that, when he got his divorce--no, he's not divorced-when he separated from his wife, he came
home and went back to Marshall. He had been to Marshall and he just had one more year. And
he finished and then stayed on and got his master's. Well, he got a job in his field.
RW-N: And what is his field?
NR: He' s a safety expert. Wait a minute, what was the name ofit?
RW-N: Did he go into criminal justice, or something like that?
NR: No, I forget the name of it.
AB : Safety in plants, yeah. [overlapping voices] (NR: Mrnm-hmm) Industrial safety, they look at

health needs and what not.

NR: Marshall is kind of-; when he went into it, it was kind of new. And he changed because he
wanted to be a coach. He was in phys. ed. down at Hampton. And, you know, their
requirements were such that he really could have been a, uh, what do you call these people
that. .. ?
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AB: Therapists or something.
NR: Therapists, mmm-hmm, because they had so much science.
RW-N: A physical therapist?
NR: Physical therapist, mmm-hmm. So anyway, he changed and went into whatever his field is
that he's a safety specialist [inaudible].

RW-N: Now you told us, I think, that Vicky now has a private food catering company?
NR: Right, Vicky was in management. I don't really know. She got her undergraduate degree at
Marshall.

RW-N: So she did finish?
NR: She did finish, (RW-N: and she went to work for her self, right?) and she was working on
her master's and she could see herself getting to where her jobs became so heavy. So she started
this business of catering. She signed up with the city.

RW-N: And you said sometimes Ricky comes home and helps out with the ...

NR: Uh-huh, he was here Saturday. They had something. She had 2 parties going at once and he
helped her, mmm-hmm.

RW-N: You descnbed your own mother and father as being highly motivated that you kids would
go to school.

NR: Mmm-hmm. And I made a statement that I'd like to say something about. I said my mother
did not want my brother to work on a garbage truck. Well, I have nothing against that, and
maybe she didn't either. But what it was, at that time, when we were growing up, that's about all
black young men could do was get a job on the garbage truck. And I guess she just couldn' t see
her son hauling garbage. [chuckles] Cause my mother, she was crazy about all ofus, I think, but
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brother was her heart. My brother was, she really ...
AB: Did both of your parents equally move you all towards education or was one more pushy

about that than the other?

NR: Well, I think they were-, well, daddy was the real pushy one. But mom did want us to, you
know, go on to do better things. Uh-huh. And that was one ofmy motivations, cause mom
would take us to work with her out on south side. And that's what I didn't want to do. That's
hard work. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) We had to help with the cleaning, with the washing, and
hanging on the line.

RW-N: Where was this?
NR: South side.
RW-N: Which is what?
NR: Oh, she worked for white people out there.
RW-N: Oh, you're talking about the south side of [overlapping voices]
AB: South side of Huntington.

NR: Oh, yeah. South side of town.
AB: Actually this is the south side and ...

NR: Yeah, but she worked across from the park.
RW ~ N: I just thought I might have missed something.
NR: Oh, yeah, so.
RW-N: I think, I think I .... [chuckles] Where I grew up we had a South Side Hospital, so I think
that that rang a bell that way.

NR: No, this is residential. ln fact, when I pass any of those houses now where she worked, you
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know, I always think about her.
AB: How long have you lived here in this house, Nancie?

NR: I'm in my 14th year, yeah. I raised my children at 1616 10th Avenue. I had bought a house
over on Dalton and lost it, and so my dad bought this house at 1616. (AB: mmm-hmm)
RW-N: When you were growing up, and I'm trying to put this thinking of your age now, do you

recall any of the days of the Depression?

NR: Um, yeah, I remember the Depression, but I don't remember us actually being in the
Depression cause my dad always worked and my mother worked. They didn't make all that much
money, but my dad worked at the freight house, C & 0 freight house (RW-N: Yes) at the time.
RW-N: So it didn't impact you that much. (NR: Mm-mmm)
AB: He was never laid off, Nancie?
NR: No, mm-mmm, he was never laid off. And, whereas our children, you know, when we were

bringing them up, they had to have a bicycle apiece. But we didn't, we had to share. We had one
bicycle. And Mom and Dad decided that it should be a boy's bike. [chuckles] I don't know why,
but she'd rather we ride a boy's bike than to have brother ride a girl's bike.[chuckles] So we
shared. And we took days. We had so many days to ride, but it was ours. And ifwe wanted to
trade, that was all right.
AB: You mean with each other? Each of, the bike was assigned special days for the 3 children.

NR: We had certain days that the bicycle was ours.
RW-N: How'd you get along with your brother and sister?

NB:

Mmm, I think we got along pretty good. Uh, we had our arguments and fights, but we

didn't do a whole lot of it because our punishment was to hug and give them a kiss on the cheek.
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[laughter] And when you're angry with your brother or sister, the worst thing in the world is to
have to kiss them on the cheek. [laughter] And that was our punishment.
AB: Either your parents seem to be-had been very enlightened kinds of parents though.
NR: Yeah. I, I really had nice parents, I think. Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: When you grew up, did you continue to see and be in contact with your brother and

sister?
NR: Yes, uh-huh. We were always in contact with one another.
RW-N: So would you say that you were somewhat close, at least?
NR: Yes, we were close, mmm-hmm.
RW-N: Do you have any recollections of World War II (NR: Yes) when you were young? Can

you talk about that?

NR: Yes. My brother was too young for that, but he, uh, when he finished high school in .. .what
did he finish in, '48? ... 48, he went to the service. He went to the Navy and stayed 4 years. And
I think that put him in the Korean War. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) Korean War, it wasn't actually a
war, but they called it a war.
RW-N: Well, the Korean War started in 1950. So he, it overlapped, right?

NR: Yeah, uh-huh, cause he went in the service in '48, right after he finished high school. And
he stayed 4 years, so he was in the Korean War.
RW-N: So you had no one in the service during World War II that was real close to you, or did

you?

NR: No, maybe co usins or something. (RW-N: Yes.) Uh, I don't remember losing any close
relative in the war.
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RW-N: What do you remember about that war?
NR: Well, I remember that a lot of the boys that were in school with me, uh, were quitting

school and going to the service. I remember one boy that was killed. I think he was in the Navy
and his funeral was at First Baptist Church and it was very, very sad, I thought. And I remember
Miss Hughes had a group singing My Buddy. And that was most touching. Yeah. My sister was
in that group, in that singing group. Uh, what do I remember about the war? Mmm, well, there's
a lady named Maudella .. . what'd we call her? White? (AB: White Taylor) Taylor, uh-huh, Miss
Maudella Taylor.
RW-N: How do you spell her first name?
NR: Maudella? M, capital M-a-u-d-e-1-1-a, Maudella. Mmm-hmm. Now I remember she had a

group of girls that would come over to-I forgot what they called it-but anyway, some of the
boys coming through here on the train, they would entertain them. Well, we would.
RW-N: Some of the servicemen?
NR: Uh-huh, they were servicemen. And they were young, like 18, 19. Some of them were 16

cause I remember when, uh, what was his name? Fats. Do you remember Fats?
AB: Fats Jackson?

NR: Un-un, no. His name was-, Sneed's brother. His mother just died not long ago, Vendetta.
His name was Harry Kelly, Harry Kelly. (AB: oh) They called him Fats, even though he wasn't
even fat. (AB: Mmm-hmm) But he sneaked off and joined; he was 16.
RW-N: Now when you say some of them came through on the train, you mean passing through

or getting on the train to go into service?

NR: No, they would bring them here on the train and they would house them at a place called
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the Ross House. I don't know why they had a stopover.
AB: I think Huntington, I think Huntington was an induction center. (NR: It could have been.)

And they probably brought young men from coal mining areas, small communities, would come
into Huntington at this center and they would be processed and sent off.

RW-N: Oh, they would be processed in Huntington?
NR: They called it the USO, wasn't it?
AB: Yes, yeah, USO.

RW-N: And then you would entertain as part of the USO?
NR: Yes, we just played the jukebox and danced, and she had refreshments. (RW-N; Oh, okay,
yes.) And we weren't allowed to leave the building.
AB: Where was that, was that at the ... ?

NR: It was across 8th Avenue on the side where the railroad track is.
AB: And, and the entertaining was done at the Ross House, or . . .?

NR: Un-un, no, over there at the center. [overlapping voices, inaudible words]
AB: At the USO Center.

RW-N: And you said you weren't allowed to leave ... ?
NR: We weren't allowed to leave the building, the girls weren't.
RW-N: Yes. Right. So you could provide some friendship, and et cetera, in the building (NR:
Right), but that, but that was all, yes.

NR: Yeah, she was very strict, Miss Maudella was.
RW-N: And these were all black men.
NR: Mmm-hmm, yeah, all black. And so were the girls. [chuckle]
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RW-N: Did you during the war, have, or remember the rationing and the food stamps?

NR: Yes. Uh-huh. And my mother used to give us her shoe stamps. That was for leather shoes,
but it was so many other kind of shoes that you could buy that were not leather. Like, we called
them, play shoes, uh, sandals and what not. You didn't need a stamp for. But she gave us all her
leather stamps cause those were our school shoes, see. And my brother was hardest on shoes,
harder than we were. [chuckle] And I remember the sugar rationing. And something else. I
don't know if it was flour or what, but you could buy the brown flour. Was flour rationed? I
don't think so. (RW-N: I don't remember) I don't think it was. (RW-N: I think meats were.)
AB: Sugar and meat and shoes. (NR: Uh-huh.) (RW-N: Butter) I don't remember butter.

NR: Uh, well, yeah, real butter. But you could buy margarine that was white and it had that little

yellow dye that you could (RW-N: mix up with it, by hand, yes) mix in with it and make it, make
it look like butter. [chuckles]
RW-N: And did you, uh, ever have any, um, practice air raids in Huntington? Were the air raids

[inaudible]

NR: Now that I don't remember any. I don't remember any. Mmm-hmm. I do remember when
we had curfew, but I don't know if that was for the war or for young children in school. We had
a curfew cause when it got close to 9:00, my brother would fly home. Cause if coach caught
them out, you know, that was just tough. [chuckles] They would get suspended from the team for
a certain amount of time. That was coach Z.L. Davis. Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: Um, I can go on continuing to, to ask questions about certain tirings, but was there

anytlring that you particularly wanted to bring up? I sort of started looking at this piece of paper
with different questions on it. [refers to RW-N' s own list of questions]

62

NR: Uh, no, I was thinking, I said now what-I just hope that somebody will find something
important cause I didn't say anything too important. [chuckle] But I did want to clear up about
the uh, you know, working on the garbage truck because that's a honorable job and I mean, you
know, it's nothing wrong with it. But they make more money now than they used to. (RW-N:
Oh, yes, right.) I don't think the, they made much money at it then. (RW-N: Right.) Mmm-hmm.
And my mother also didn't want him to work at the freight station, [chuckles] uh, because it
wasn't a lot of money, but we never suffered any. I said, I don't ever remember being hungry.
(RW-N: Mmm-hmm) I don't, uh .. .

RW-N: Let me ask you one of the questions that is often Ancella's favorite question. (NR: Oh.)
She often asks people when you look back on your childhood, (NR: Mmm-hmm.) do you
remember that you-, feeling poor?

NR: I never felt poor. (RW-N: Never felt poor.) Mmm-mmm, no. (chuckles] I may have been
poor, uh, but I, I never thought I was poor. Mmm-mmm.

RW-N: Did you have, um, about as much as the other kids who you played with? Or would you
say you had a little less or a little more ... how did you feel about that?

NR: I can't remember anything that I really wanted that I didn't get. Mmm-hmm. And, you
know, maybe I didn't want a whole lot of things. I don't know.

RW-N: Can you tell us what Christmas was like in your family?
NR: Uh, Christmas, mmm-hmm. Yeah, it was, uh, in fact, now I wouldn't dare not have a
Christmas tree. We always helped with the Christmas tree. And I always thought we had a
beautiful tree. Uh, we-, my mother liked to put a lot of ornaments on. They weren't all electric,
but they were, you know, ornaments. And right today, 1 fill my tree with ornaments. Mmm-
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hmm. And now, of course, I put more electric lights on. But, uh, I like Christmas. Uh, we didn't
get a whole lot of gifts each, but we had at least three gifts each. And, you know, I did that with
my own children, uh, when I was bringing them up. I didn't fill the tree with a lot of different
things. Uh, I saw that they had three things that they wanted. Three was the magic number.
[chuckles] Mmm-hmm.

AB: But Christmas was a happy time for your family?

NR: It was a happy time. Uh-hmm. And both the dinners and, uh, you know, we had plenty of
food, fruit, nuts. Mmm-hmm. (RW-N: Did you have a lot of ... ) It was a happy time.

RW-N: Did you have family and friends in very much?
NR: No.
RW-N: N@. It was more of a contained family.
NR: More of a contained family.
RW-N: And this was at other times too. Not just at Christmas. It wasn't a household that often
had lots of relatives?

NR: No, un-un. no. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) Very seldom. And I had, uh, I didn't have a lot of
friends from school visiting. I had some friends from school, but, uh, just, mmm, maybe two or
threee that really would come to the house.

RW-'N: Did you ever have any white friends when you were growing up?
NR: Well, a little girl across the alley. Uh, that was, uh, 9th Avenue was a white street at that time.
And the little girl across the alley, we could talk over the fence. Uh, her mother didn't mind, but
her dad did. So my dad didn't mind, but my mother did cause she didn't want anybody ignoring
her children. Had this little girl, her name was Betty. Uh, we used to talk over the fence. (RW-
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N: Mmm-hmm) But we never did play together.

AB: Uh, Nancie, with the whole question ofrace relations, (NR: Mmm-hmm) uh, I'm interested
in your adjustment when you went to Ohio (NR: Oh) to work. How, how did you deal with that?
I mean, seems so different from ...

NR: Well, it was different because we stayed with this white family and she, uh, was-the lady
that I stayed with-was mother of, I don't know, about 5 or 6 children. But she only had one
daughter at home and the rest of them were away and married. But she was very nice. Uh, she
was-it was a Catholic family. They were Catholic. And I really had to get used to them. Mmm-

hmm. But she uh...
AB: Had to get used to them in what way?

NR: Well, I wasn't used to being around white people. Uh, I had no real white friends. I just had
to get used to her. (RW-N: What surprised you ... ?) But I think she was genuine.

RW-N: What surprised you the most, uh, living in a white home?
NR: Mmm, what surprised me?
RW-N: Does anything, do you recall anything when you look back on it that sort of surprised
you or that you had to get used to a little bit more [chuckles] than other things?

NR: Well, I had the two children and she was very good to my children. And, you know, just
picking them up and hugging them, holding them.

RW-N: Did she cook?
NR: Yeah, she did the cooking.
RW-N: Was that different? Did you miss certain kinds of foods?

NR: No , cause I was used to- it was more like eating in the country. Cause she grew a lot of her
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things, like green beans and potatoes and stuff like that. Cucumbers. Oh, I had to get used to uh,
squash. Mmm-hmm. And I got, uh, I started eating squash. And uh ...
AB: Did you have any feelings of inferiority or not being able to cope with the situation either in

the school or at the home that you had to deal with as you went through that time in your life?
NR:Um ...

[a recorder shuts ofl]
END TAPE 2 - SIDE 1
BEGIN TAPE 2 - SIDE 2
AB: I was asking, uh, Nancie, whether or not you had any feelings of inferiority, or I suppose,

difference or so, as you moved into the situation of a, of an all white school and home life.

NR: Uh, as I think about it now, I don't ever remember feeling inferior. I don't remember that if
I did. And uh ...
AB: Maybe that wasn't the right word, but I guess, uneasy or different, I mean, in dealing with

that situation.
NR: Mmm, notreally.
AB: So you were perfectly comfortable in the home and in the school?

NR: I was comfortable. Uh-huh. I was comfortable in both places because, uh, they were nice
people.
AB: Well, what had prepared you to, uh, to manage in a situation like that? I mean Mound

Bayou is totally the other end of the spectrum.

NR: Yeah, uh-huh. It was all black. Uh-huh. You know, I don' t know. It had to have been,
um, the way I was raised at home cause uh, you would have thought we were, we were just
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model children or something. I don't know. My dad and my mother made us feel like that. In
fact, my sister and I were talking about it when she was here, uh, this last time. She was here in
June, and uh, she said, "You know, I think I'm ahead ofmy time or something." Said because I
think she feels like urn, I do at times. I never felt inferior nor did she. Um, one of our cousins said
my sister was one of the first hippies. [chuckles] You know, she was a little bit frisky. She just
didn't care; I mean, she was more outgoing, in other words, than I am. And she still is. Uh-huh.
And uh, I think she feels more confident than I do. I don't know, I just never felt that I didn't
belong somewhere or I didn't go that way or something.
RW-N: What did you think, um-how do you think your mother and father instilled that in you?
You said that you think that had to come out of your home life.

NR: Mmm-hmm. Well, cause, uh, they, they did a lot of praising. Uh-huh. We, uh, we just tried
to do things right. [chuckles] Uh, you know, what they called right. I don't know. And, and my
dad would-, he, he would just look for us to do magical things or good things. I didn't get the
praise from out of the home, but at home we did get the praise.
RW-N: Is it-I get this picture--check, check me out and see if it's right. (NR: Mmm-hmm) That
in your home, your parents had somewhat high expectations for good behavior and that you be
good kids and do well. (NR: Mmm-hmm) And they kind of um, didn't exactly assume it, they
were strict, but at the same time they sort of had confidence that that would happen and then they
praised you when it did happen. (NR: Mmm-hmm) Is that the picture that ... ?

NR: I think that's what it was because, uh, it just never even dawned on any ofus, I guess, that
we wouldn't go to college. Uh, well, college was the thing then. Cause if you didn't go to school,
it wasn't uh, it was nothing you could do, but maybe work in private family which was a no-no,
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especially for me, and my sister too. Mmm-hmm. I have done it, but I worked my head off in
school to stay out of that kind of work. (RW-N: So there's a sense, uh ... ) For one thing, it didn't
pay anything.

RW-N: Yeah, there's a sense then that the kids were going to do better (NR: Mmm-hmm, do
better than ... ) than some other people were doing and, in this case, even than your mother's
work. (NR: Oh, yeah.) And certainly you loved and respected your mother, (NR: Oh, yeah.) but
there was a drive that the kids would have a better life in that way. Is that ... ? (NR: Right, mmmhmm, yeah.)
AB: When, uh, the Cox's Landing job came up (NR: Mmm-hmm) and uh, how did you feel when

those parents didn't want you to take that job?

NR: Well, I, uh ... naturally, I was hurt. But uh, after Jefferson came up, then I was glad. Cause,
as I told you, it was too expensive to teach up there. And I was going every day and uh,
(RW-N: The transportation was expensive. Yes.) The transportation was expensive for me, and
so".
AB: You, excuse me, but you actually began teaching at Cox's Landing. (NR: Yes.) How long

did you teach there?
NR: Oh, I was there just maybe a few days. (AB: Uh-huh) I was there at the teachers' meetings
and then just maybe 3 or 4 days with the children, not more than 4. (AB: Mmm-hmm). And one
boy, I remember his mother worked downtown in one of the stores, and she was saying that her
son was, uh, really disappointed that I didn't get to be their teacher. And, you know, I remember
his name to this day, his name was Richard Ferguson. I don't know whatever became of him, but
that was his name, from up at Cox's Landing.
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AB: As you were growing up here in Huntington, how important a place was race in you life?

(NR: Was what?) Race.

NR: Race. Mmm. It wasn't that important, not to me. [chuckles] Mmm-hmm. I never thought
much about it. And I never thought much about, uh, you know, going to white schools. I
didn't-it never even entered niy mind. And naturally, when I started college, well, I just had two
that I could choose from. It was more than two, here in West Virginia, but those are the two that
my dad said, uh, I could go to. Uh, West Virginia State or Bluefield State. And then when I did
get to go to Marshall, I was happy that I didn't have to do my undergrad work there because I
was young then and I don't think that I would have been as active or .. .I don't know.
AB: You mean socially and what not?

NR: Socially, uh-huh. I don't think I would have liked Marshall. In fact, I'm not that fond of it
for the young people now. But, you know, it's just, uh, something that I don't care about. IfI
had my choice, I'd send my children to an all black college, which I did. I sent Ricky to
Hampton, and I sent Vicky to [chuckles]-! can't think of that college for nothing.
AB: I keep wondering, the only other school I think of down there would've been black would be
Kentucky State, (NR: Hmm-mmm) but that's at Frankfort.

NR: No, it was near Meharry. It was in the same town as Meharry.
AB: Not Fisk?

NR: Fisk. That's where I sent Vicky.
AB: She went to Fisk?

NR: Fisk University. (AB: Oh, okay.) That's where she went one year, for me.
AB: In Nashville. (NR: Mmm-hmm, yep.) Well, as you look back on your life now, do you, uh,
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do you think that it was circumscribed by race at all? Or the things that you might have done?

NR: I think, uh, I would have known more about the things I really liked. See, I didn't know how
to do anything but to become a teacher. Ifl wanted to be a dietitian, I didn't know how to get it,
go about doing it, you know, what schools, who to contact. I didn't have that kind of information
and my parents were not able to, you know, lead me in that direction.

RW-N: And you think that's related to race?
NR: No, it's uh, it related to my ignorance of not knowing. [chuckles] And, you know, if! had
been, well, where the race part come in, if! had been in mixed school, I may have known a little
bit more about it. I may have; you know, maybe the counselor would have known it. We didn't
have counselors as such, and all I knew what to be was a teacher cause Aunt Esther was a
teacher. And uh, I didn't like, I didn't want to be a nurse. I've al-, I've never wanted to work
with uh, sick people. I really admire nurses that can do that. But I just, you know, you can't let
your feelings get into something like that too much, and I think I would have, uh, been too
sympathetic, you know, to be a good nurse. I, I'd be worse than the um, people they were related
to. [chuckles]

RW-N: So when you were growing up, you lived um, essentially in a black community. (NR:
Mmm-hmm) And you went to black schools. (NR: Right) And the rest of the world was kind of

out there. (NR: Mmm-hmm) There were places though where you could not go out there. (NR:
Right) Is that true?

NR: Mmm-hmm. And I pretended like they weren't there.
RW-N: What were those places?
NR: [chuckles] Well, eating places, like Bailey's . ..
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RW-N: Which was ... ?
NR: Bailey's Cafeteria. And then there was another place that they marched on. Well, those
places, I just pretended they weren't there. Mmm-hmm.

RW-N: And the movies, were those restricted?
NR: The movies, uh, we went to a movie on 8th A venue; it was all black. Uh, my Aunt Estherwhich we were-, we had our lips stuck out at her for a long time-because she stopped my
parents from letting us go up the fire escape and up the steps to the Orpheum, in the Orpheum
Theater. And the Roxy, was it? Mmm-hmm. (AB: Downtown.) My aunt said that's a disgrace
to have those children climbing the fire escape going to the movies. You had to go in the alley,
up the fire escape to this movie.

RW-N: So she convinced your mother and father not to let you go?
NR: And so we couldn't, we couldn't go any more. And so uh ...
RW-N: You didn't like that?
NR: No, we didn't like that cause, uh, Aunt Esther would-we didn't get to see, uh, some of the
movies that were at these places. Mmm-hmm. And uh ...

RW-N: So race had those kinds ofrestrictions on you?
NR: Yeah. Uh-huh. And Camden Park, we couldn't go except one day a year. And it rained-I
think they looked in the almanac ...

RW-N: Is that right, it was one day a year?
NR: [overlapping voices] It rained on (AB: Colored day at Camden Park,) colored day. (AB:
which would have been arranged often by a church or something like that.) Mmm-hmm, yeah.

RW -N : I knew that that was restricted, but I didn't know that it was one day a year. (NR: Mrnm-
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hmm) I thought it was like one day a week or something.

NR: No, no, no. Hmm-mmm. [chuckles]
RW-N: Camden Park is, um, how would you describe it?
AB: An amusement park. (RW-N: an amusement park)
NR: Amusement park. And I forget about it now. Mmm-hmm. I forget about talcing Elliot cause
see, I take him any time; but I don't ever think about it. I just ... (RW-N: Elliot is ... ?) Elliot is
my grandson. He's ...

RW-N: Now, now you can take him any time. (NR: Any time.) So you don't think about those
things.

NR: Mmm-mmm, no, I don't think about talcing him. (RW-N: Oh, you don't think about talcing
him.) I forget that it's there. (RW-N: Oh.) [chuckles] No, I forget that these places are in
existence.

RW-N: So there were some restrictions in terms of where you could go (NR: Mmm-hmm) and of
course, in terms of college .. . but yet you say that you didn't really think much about it.

NR: Mmm-mmm. It didn't bother me cause I didn't think about-, pretended it wasn't there,
mmm-hmm. Yeah, and it was a long time before I even knew where Bailey's was. Ifl walked,
was, if I were walking (RW-N: Mrnm-hmm) and I'd pass Bailey's, well, you could tell me, "Well,
you passed Bailey's." No, I didn't cause I don't pay any attention. In fact, I don' t really know
where Bailey's is now. I don't know what street it's on. Mmm-hrnm. And if I look up and read
it somewhere, you know, read the name of it, but, no. And, uh, I used to go to the movie on 8th
Avenue. That was Carver, wasn't it? Carver Theater and, uh, ...

RW-N: And how has that changed for you?
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NR: With the movies?
RW-N: With all those places, stores and restaurants and movies. Do you go into, um, all
integrated places now? Or do you still . . .

NR: No, I don't go that much. And the movies, I very seldom go to-I haven't been to the
movies since Armistad was on. ·[chuckles)

AB: And the kinds of places that served black community (NR: Mmm-hmm) don't, those places
don't exist any more. (NR: Mmm-hmm) The theater's been closed for 30 years, I guess.

NR: Yeah, the theater. And I don't know when I've been to the theater. I don't even think
about it. Now I would think more about going to the movie out of town than here cause I forget
about them, you know, like they weren't here.

AB: Nancie, when, when we were growing up in Huntington, uh, a lot of our social life revolved
around the school. As an adult in Huntington, now, what does, what has taken the place of, (NR:
Of the school?) of the school for social life? What do, what do people do? What do you do to
relax in Huntington in terms of social life?

NR: Uh, absolutely nothing. I go to Democratic Women, and that's a luncheon, uh, down at the
Uptowner Inn. And, uh, what do I do?

AB: You say you go to Democratic Women, so you've been active politically in Huntington?
NR: Uh, well, I wouldn' t call it active, I just go . I'm a member of that organization. Uh ...
RW-N: Is that a black organization?
NR: No, it's white, uh, well mixed. (RW-N: Mixed) It's mixed. And I think I got into that with
Armenna Justice and Novella Gibson, and l still go to those meetings. But I wouldn't say that
I 'm active political. When um, ... what' s his name? .. . Steve Williams was running for something
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up in Charleston... the House, I think. Well, I helped with that. I like Steve Williams. His mother
was a teacher, Clara Williams. She used to teach at Miller, I believe.
RW-N: Is he a white or black man?
NR: He's white. Mmm-hmm.
AB: Have you, were you active with the campaigns of people like Arley Ray or Marie Redd?
NR: No, they'd never asked and I just (RW-N: And these are black ... ) never volunteered.
RW-N: These are black politicians?
AB: Black legislators (NR: Mmm-hmm) now in the West Virginia Legislature. (NR: Mmm-hmm)
RW-N: If you were, um, sort of, almost unaware ofracial things when you were younger, kind of

lived in your own contained community, (NR: Mmm-hmm) when did that start to change for
you? Sort of a higher consciousness or awareness?
NR: Well, even though I taught with, um, white people, in Glenmont-they were all white; in

fact, uh, my two children and I were the only blacks in the town. And um, I don't know. I just,
uh, when I was down at West Junior I taught with white people, but I never did get too close to

'em. I have two friends that are white that I've had since then, and we call each other on the
phone. We exchange greeting cards, you know, like at Christmas or Thanksgiving or something.
But um ...
AB: Do you visit with them?

NR: Mmm-hmm, no, I don't do any visiting. I don't visit any black people either, very few.
Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: Did you participate in any way in the Civil Rights Movement?

NR: No .
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RW-N: Do you think there was any need for the, for a Civil Rights Movement?

NR: Yes, it was a need for it. And um, I'm glad that we have people that, you know, really
participated and everything. Um, my children ... they participated a little bit more than I did. I
never did.

RW-N: What kinds of things did they do?
NR: Well, they would go on the marches and go to the meetings and-I have been a member of
NAACP, but not an active member. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) Mmm-hmm.

RW-N: How did you feel about your children participating?
NR: If that's what they wanted to do, it was fine with me. But I didn't participate.
RW-N: Did you encourage them? (NR: No) Discourage them? (NR: No) It was up to them?
NR: No, I didn't discourage them.
RW-N: Were you ever, um, somewhat fearful for them if they would go on the marches?
NR: No, they would have been so active that, you know, they .. .I' ve, I've never feared for them.

RW-N: So they went on local marches (NR: A little local.) that were relatively safe.
NR: And they've been to Charleston, uh-huh. Mmm-hmm.
AB: Nancie, you were in an integrated situation as a teacher before schools really integrated, I
mean, by going to Ohio, (NR: Oh, yes.) before they integrated in West Virginia. Were you
teaching in West Virginia when the schools integrated and the black schools were closed? I think
you said you were at Barnett.

,NB: I was at Barnett when it closed for good. (AB: Mmrn-hmm) Um, no, I don't remember any,
um, trouble stemming from it, you know.

AB: Other than Mound Bayou, you never taught in an all black situation?
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NR: Mmm-hmm, at Barnett. Barnett was all black.
AB: Uh, but, were there not some white teachers there?

NR: Uh, yes it was, it was white teachers from ... [inaudible]
AB: And a couple of white students, I think you said. (NR: Yeah, uh-huh.) So you never, in
West Virginia, have really ever taught in an all-black situation?

NR: No, mmm-mmm.
AB: Uh, what, what did you feel about, uh, white teachers being at Barnett? Did that, um ... ?
RW-N: Cause Barnett was mostly black, right?
NR: It was all black.
AB: It was in the black community and it started out as an all black school. When integration
began, I assume they began to move in some black tea< I mean some white teachers. I wonder if
black teachers were being also being put in the white schools at that time.

NR: Uh, at some schools because I remember Miss Gordon was put in a school, I think it was
Beverly Hills or something. Miss Gordon and ...

AB: I think Miss Wellman went to a white school too.

NR: Miss Wellman and Miss Boggs, she went to Oley. And yeah, some of the black teachers
were put in white schools, but not in the high school. The highest they were put in was junior
high.

RW-N: How did you feel about the white teachers coming into Barnett?

NR: Mmm, I don't remember feeling anything. I had a few friends from that. Mmm-hmm.
AB: Uh, what do you think, uh, now that integration has been with us for a number of years?
What do you think about the integration of the schools?
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NR: Well, I think if, uh-, I would appreciate integration more had they been both sides, sided.
You know what I'm talking about? Um, when they integrated here in Huntington, it was a one
way situation. Uh, Huntingt-, no, Douglass, Douglass High should have been integrated. It never
was. They closed it and made a school for ... um, low achievers. I hate to say just retarded
students. (RW-N: Special education.) Special education, yeah. And I thought that was very, very
unfair. Beca-, and they changed the name to Fairfield. Well, I think Douglass should have been
integrated like Huntington High. It, it could have been a high school, not a junior-senior high
school, but a high school for the boys and girls in this area. You know, it would have been
enough to take care of that. And they didn't do that. And I never have been happy about that.

Mmm-hmm. When they integrated, it was just too one-sided.
AB: How d~ you think the children have fared in the integrated schools in Huntington?

NR: Uh, I don't think they've done as well. Uh, there are some, but last year we didn't have any
honors students at all in the area. I mean, what do they have? This area and Ashland and
something else, they put it in the paper every June or May, whenever it is. We didn't have any
honors students, none. The year before, we had either 1 or 2 in the top echelon, you know. And
in the honor, honors students, we had maybe 3 or 4. But I think that's terrible because, um, I just
think our students could have done better. I don't know what it takes, whether it's in the home
or at school. But I know a lot of the counselors-, now I don't know the counselors-, but they will
advise-, in fact, some of the students have told me- oh, no, they shouldn't-.in fact, they said uh,
my son should not go to college. He wasn't college material. Well, I knew better than that. You
know, I don't know what they wanted, but he was a long time coming out. He went 3 years and
married and you know, didn't go back. But he finally went back to college and then got his
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master's. Well, I knew he was gonna do more work than just manual labor, you know. There's
nothing wrong with manual labor, but I'm after jobs that pay a little more money, you see what
I'm talking about? And uh, somebody else they told this boy that he shouldn't go to college, and
he's now a teaching. This is a boy-what was his name? They need elementary teachers, you
know, men, and he's a elementary teacher.
AB: So you, you thinkthat maybe there's something that's happening to the students in the

school (NR: There's something, something happening.) which discourages them (NR: Mmmhmm) from performing or pursuing education.
NR: I think so.
AB: And that you see that as different from the way it used to be.

NR: Mmm-hmm, I do.
RW-N: And I think you said the last time that you see it both in terms of academics and in terms

of leadership roles.
NR: And leadership roles. (RW-N: both of those things) Uh-huh, because they're just not

leading. They're not doing that.
RW-N: So there's a way in which, um, integration .. .
NR: They're not singing anymore. They're not in the band. (RW-N: Activities.) You can just

look at the band and see, it's very few blacks in the band.
RW-N: So you could argue almost then that integration, in some ways, has been hurtful.
NR: It has, it has, I think so.
RW-N : Let me ask you, let me ask you in a, in a larger sense, do you think that over the years,

uh, since, say since the Civil Rights Movement, that, that life has become more generally better
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for black people? Are there greater opportunities, for example? I'm not talking about just the
schools now, I'm talking about in a, in a more general way.

NR: Well, yes, mmm-hmm, except for well, I don' t, I don't know where to put the blame on this
drug thing, but that has really hurt. It's hurt black and white. Uh-huh. But I'm not gonna put it
on integration or anything. I dori't know what's happened. (RW-N: But you're concerned, you
are concerned about that.) About this drug business. Uh-huh.

AB: Now you live in a section of Huntington that years ago was an all white neighborhood. (NR:

Mmm-hmm) Um, were there any problems with your coming to live in this neighborhood?
NR: No, huh-uh. By the time I moved here-see, I'm in my 14th year-um, you know, it was
already integrated.

RW-N: Is this a mixed area now?

NR: Uh-huh, this is mixed.
RW-N: And comfortably mixed? People get along well?
NR: Mmm-hmm. I think so; in fact, it, [chuckles] I think it 's predominantly black now.
RW-N: It's a very pretty street with nice homes.

NR: Yeah, well, they were old, needed a lot of work. I bought this house "as is" and it's a lot of
things that I need to do to it. But I've done the basic things, like the roof and stuff like that.
(RW-N: Uh-huh) But, all in all, yeah, they're nice old houses. It's in the nineties. This is hitting
near a hundred years old. Mmm-hmm. It's, yeah, it's over 95 years old. I've forgotten exactly the
year.

RW-N: We've talked a lot about, uh, race, or a fair amount ahout race, and we haven't talked a
great deal about, uh, gender. I think we've hit on a little bit when we talked about your brother
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being a little, being treated a little bit special in the family in certain ways. (NR: Mmm-hmm) But
we'd like to talk to you a little bit more about gender. Um, how do you see the fact that you
were born a female (NR: Mmm-hmm) influencing your development and your life? What's it like
to be a female, more than-, different than a male? And how did that give you more freedoms or
restrict you more in life?
NR: Mmm, I don't think I've been restricted because I was a female. Cause maybe I haven't

gone into those areas, uh, that would, you know, make a difference. Mmm-hmm. I don't, I don't
remember.
RW-N: What do you mean, what do you mean areas? I'm not following you.

NR: Well, you know, I, like I said, I'm, I don't venture out to do a whole lot of things and maybe
the things that I have done or wanted to do have not crossed with, you know, whether I was a
man or a woman. [chuckles]
RW-N: Well, let me, let me just ask you some, a little bit more about that. You mentioned before

that you did not want to be a nurse. (NR: No) So I don't think you would want to be a doctor.
(NR: No) But had you wanted to, as a female, do you think that would have been as possible?

NR: I think so, probably. There have been women, black women doctors, and I don't think
they've been restricted. I hadn't really thought about it.
RW-N: You hadn't thought about that issue much.
NR: Mmm-hmm, no.

AB: In the last 25 or 30 years, there has been a lot of talk about the Women's Movement and
women's liberation and what not. (NR: Mmm-hmm) Were you at all moved by any of those
discussions or had you paid much attention to the uh, (NR: no) what has happened with women in
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the last 25 or 30 .years?

NR: Mmm-mmm. No, no, it hasn't affected me (AB: So it's been .. ) one way or the other.
AB: So you have never felt restricted at all in your own development or what you wanted to do
because you were a woman?

NR: No.
RW-N: Have you ever thought about women getting paid less for their work outside of the
home?

NR: No, because I think in the type of work that I had been doing, uh, women are paid about the
same as a man would be paid. Mmm-hmm.

RW-N: Uh, I, I have read, and I guess when I first started to do some of the interviews I have
read a lot of black authors now, (NR: Mmm-hmm) and I've come across this idea in lots of places
where it is said that black women have carried a double burden in life. They've carried the burden
of racism and then they've also carried the burden of being women. They've had double things to
carry. (NR: Mmm-hmm.) How do you relate to that idea? (NR: Mmm) Would you agree with the
racism part, that they'd carried, that black women have had to deal with racism?

NR: Well, they probably have. Uh-huh. I really haven't given it much thought.
RW-N: So you don't see it, uh, that black women have had a kind of heavier burden than black
men?

NR: [chuckles] Yeah, in a lot of cases I've seen where black women have to take the leadership
role. Mmm-hmm. (RW-N: In their communities, in their families . .. ? )ji their families, (RW-N:
Economically?) in their family. Mrnm-hmrn.

RW-N: I don' t want to put words in your mouth [chuckles), so stop me if I'm wrong. But are
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you referring to the fact, perhaps, that they have to be a leader at home and then they have to be
in the workforce too? (NR: Mmm-hmm.) Lots of white women are doing this too, (NR: Yeah,
mmm-hmm) but there, there seems to be some tradition of, of black women doing it earlier than
white women, at least in the last decades, (NR: Mmm-hmm) that black women have often had to
carry both of those jobs in life. (NR: Carry both) Home and away. (NR: Yeah. [chuckles]) Do,
am I putting words in your mouth or (NR: No, uh ... ) does it, you relate to that?

NR: I relate to it, uh-huh.
RW-N: That that's true?
NR: Mmm-hmm, yeah, true.
AB: But ifl hear what you said, though, you don't feel that your life has been difficult. I mean,
nothing has happened to you in terms of discrimination because you were a woman. You were
never refused a job because you were a woman. You were never paid less because you were a
woman or anything like that? Or your ambitions, uh, were not circumscribed because you were a
woman?

NR: No, I think, uh, no, I don't think so.
AB: Do you identify with women's issues now?

NR: No. [chuckles] I, uh, sometimes get these papers from out of Charleston about meetings over
here at Marshall. I've never been to any, um . . . (RW-N: You mean about women's issues?)

Mmm-hmm, yeah.
RW-N: Well, when you look at your life, say compared to, say your daughter's or you know,
women of your daughter' s generation, do yo u think that women's lives, black or white, have
changed, have gotten better, have gotten harder?
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NR: I think a woman's life has gotten harder. And I don't know, I guess I haven't paid too much
attention to things cause I'm a, I'm a family person and maybe that's, maybe I'm selfish. Most of
the time the help that I do is mostly for my, for my family, for my children or my nieces or
nephews, what not, grandchildren. Cause that's all, that's all the help that I do. Mmm-hmm.

RW-N: I wanna, I'm gonna ask you some of what I think are kind of big questions about your
life. All right? (NR: Mmm-hmm) Um, who do you think are the people who influenced you the
most in your life, as you were growing up and developing as a person? (NR: Mmm-hmm) Kind of
shaped who you are today?

NR: Mmm, well, I know my parents.
RW-N: One more than the other, would you say?
NR: Mmm-hrnm, yeah, I think my dad has been a big influence on my life. My dad and uh, let's
see who else?

RW-N: Why do you think he has been somewhat more of an influence than your mother?

NR: Mmm, well, my mother has been, but I guess cause niy dad was more vocal about it.
RW-N: Was he more dominant in the family (NR: Mmm-hmm, yeah) in kind of putting that
forth?

NR: Mmm-hrnm, yeah, he was uh, I think the force behind this family.
RW-N: And she went along more, and agreed basically (NR: Mmm-hmm), you said they more or
less were in agreement and he was the driving force there.

NR: I think so cause, hmm ...
RW-N: Did you have any particular people who were role models to you?

NR: Well, like I said, there were some people here in Huntington, that I thought a lot of. Uh83

hmm. Like my, uh, some ofmy teachers at school.
RW-N: Mmm-hmm, and you did mention a few of them.

NR: Miss Gordon. Uh-huh. And Miss Ellis, she was influence too.
RW-N: Miss Ellis?

NR: Uh-huh, Veda Ellis. She was a teacher, but she also lived on my block. And, I don't know,
she was a very outgoing person.

RW-N: What did you like about her?
NR: About Miss Ellis? (RW-N: Uh-huh.) Well, I don't know. I just liked the type of person she
was. She was very outgoing and um, at Christmas time she would, she would be out in the hall
playing her organ, playing Christmas music and singing and, uh, I don't know. You could say
what you wanted about Miss Ellis, but she didn't care. She just kept right on doing whatever she
thought was the best thing to do.

RW-N: Do you see that in yourself?
NR: No, mmm-mmm. I, I wish I were a little bit more outgoing. I'm not outgoing at all, but I'll
make it. [chuckles] I know I'll make it now. Mmm-hmm. [chuckles]

RW-N: Related to that, what, if you look back over your life, what kinds of events or maybe
decisions in your life do you really see as impacting and changing your life in some way? And let
me just give you an example of that. Had you decided not to go to college, that probably would
have made a big difference, right? (NR: Mmm-hmm) And you went and I'm sure that ... (NR: It
never entered my mind that I wouldn't go.) ... not to go. What other kind, what decisions and
events do you see as being, you know, dramatically influencing how your life has come down?

NR: Mmm, I really don' t know. I think, more or less, I think about things that I didn't want to
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happen. And I just do things to be sure that they don't. [chuckles] If that's understood.

RW-N: Could you give us a couple of examples of that?
NR: Well, uh, say for instance, uh, there are things that I didn't want to happen to my children
that, you know, maybe happened to other people's children. And I would just sit down and think
of what can I do to change this? In fact, I'm having the same thing going on in my life now that I
had to make a decision, uh, so that I wouldn't witness another failure. [chuckles] And that's with
my grandson, my oldest grandson. So uh, he's not doing as well as I want him to, (RW-N:

Mmrn-hmm) but he was-you know, he'd been going to school on grants. Last year, he didn't do
as well as he should have so he didn't get a grant this year. Well, he just wasn't going, so I paid
for his tuition. I said, ''Now I really shouldn't do this." I should make him know that, you know,
but I don't ;want him to drop out of school. This might encourage him. Well, he caught himself
falling in love. [chuckles] And oh, we really had a time with him, this falling in love business. I
know they fall in love, but I mean his was to the point where it was just [chuckles] disgusting.
And it's not the girl, she's doing fine. She made the dean's list, or honor roll, or whatever you
call it over there. She's doing real well.

RW-N: When you look at yourself today, or perhaps you don't think much about this, but how
would you describe yourself? Like if you had to give us five adjectives (NR: chuckle) to describe
yourself, what would they be?

NR: Mmm, I don't know. I'm honest, that's one thing. (RW-N: Mmm-hmrn) And, uh, I love my
family what you call that, loving. I really love my family, my children, my siblings. I just have
one left now. But ... my brother; I love his children. Uh, I don't know. I'm not selfish; I've
never been a selfish person. I 'm a quiet person, I think, until something riles me. [chuckles] Uh-
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huh, that's about it.
AB: Are you pretty even-tempered?

NR: Uh, it depends on what' s happening. I have a temper when things bother me, but, yeah, I
don't let too many things bother me. Things that bother me are things with my children or my
grandchildren.

RW-N: And then you might lose your temper with them?
NR: Mmm-hmm, with them or whoever is upsetting me. [chuckles]
RW-N: Is there anything about you that you would change if you could? Pretty satisfied with
yourself?

NR: Mmm, I would like (RW-N: or things you might improve?) for things to have been a little
different, but if they had, then I wouldn't have the family, my family that I have now. So I said
no. I guess uh ...

RW-N: How would, how would that, what, what could have been different that ... ?
NR: Well, I think I should've, uh, been a single woman. [chuckles]
RW-N: And then you would have given up your family, huh? Had that happened?
NR: I'd have to give up my family.
RW-N: So you think that you could envision yourself being single?
NR: Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: And what would that life have been like, in your dreams?
NR: Mmm [inaudible]
END TAPE 2 - SIDE 2
BEGIN TAPE 3 - SIDE 1
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AB: This is uh, August 31 st • This is the second tape; we're at the home of Mrs. Nancie
Robinson's in Huntington.

RW-N: Second tape for our interview with Mrs. Nancie Robinson, August 31 st , 1999. Okay, we
were asking about your, your envisioning a different life. And you said, well, maybe you could
have been a single woman, and you would have traveled more. Um, what else?

NR: Well, I would study more into maybe psychology. I need to know more about people. I
think that's where I missed the boat. I, uh, I, uh, you know, some people have a lot of book sense
and not enough common sense. [chuckles] And I think I could have used a little bit more common
sense. Mmm-hmm. And uh, I would have had a much better life.

AB: Do you think that, um, you would have stayed in Huntington? Do you have any regrets
about living in Huntington?

NR: No, uh-huh. I like Huntington. I don't like large cities and I don't like real country towns.
I, I would have stayed in Huntington. I like Huntington.

RW-N: So how would your life have been better then? It would have been easier, do you mean?
NR: Mmm-hmm, maybe. Maybe I'd be wealthy. [chuckles]
AB: Is there anything-, you talked about psychology as being something you would liked to have
pursued. Is there anything else that you would have liked to have pursued if you could live your
life over again?
NR: Mmm-hmm. Yeah, I would have pursued nutrition, dietetics, that type of thing. I really

-liked that. I have a lot of books on it. I still read, uh, read a lot about things like that. Mmmhmm. Yeah, I think I would have gone in a field like that, nutrition, dietetics.
AB: At this age, do you think you're the same person that you were when you were a, younger
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woman? Or have you changed as life has gone on?

NR: Yeah, I'm not uh, I'm not as ambitious. I think I had a little more drive. [chuckles] I'm tired
and old now. [chuckles] And sick, but, uh, I mustn't dwell on that. Vicky said I'm not sick, so I
guess I'm not. (AB: chuckle)

RW-N: Have you had health problems (NR: yeah, I do have ... ) much throughout your life? (NR:
No.) But you have some now (NR: Mmm-hmm) that you're dealing with?

NR: Mmm-hmm. Yeah.
RW-N: Well, uh ... when you look back on your life, um, if you can really step back from it far,
um, how would you describe it? And again, let me give you some examples of what other people

say. Some people talk about their lives as being uh-, as having a lot of ups and downs. Some
people see;their life as just gotten better. Some people see it going downhill. Some people say that
their life is like chapters in a book, [chuckles] changed. Can you look on your life in some way
and describe it in some ways?

NR: Well, as I look at it now, I sometimes feel, you know, that maybe I need to just give up, but
uh, no, I'm not giving up. [chuckles]

RW-N: Give up on what?

NR: On what I wanna do.
RW"'N: So you still have some ambitions? (NR: Mmm-hmm) You said you were old and had no
ambitions but now you tell me.. . . (NR: Well, I ... [chuckles] I just said that, but no, I ... ) What
are your ambitions?

NR: Well, I want to uh, first of ail, I wanna get this house in order, [chuckles] which I need to.
You know, just settle down and get it in order like I want it.
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RW-N: You mean major renovations or ... ?
NR: Renovations and get my, (RW-N: And redecorating) yeah, redecorating and get my books
the way I want them and maybe have a library room. Mmm-hmm, cause I have lots of books, uhhuh.

RW-N: And do you have other ambitions as well? Is that the main one now or ... ?
NR: No, I don't have any ambitions away from here, mmm-mmm. Just I'd like to do a little bit
more visiting, touring, mmm-hmm.

AB: When you travel, do you travel alone or with some of the family members?
NR: Well, with my sister. Uh-huh. Now she and I go to a lot of places. She's going to the
Carolinas ... [phone rings; interruption]

RW-N: Have you traveled much?
NR: Mmm, I used to. I don't travel now. Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: So have you been around the country a little bit?
NR: Mmm-hmm, a little bit. I've been to uh, Brazil, and uh, Rio de Janeiro. Let's see, where
else have I been? Well, I've been different places in the country~ I've been to London when my
daughter was an airline, a flight attendant. That's when I went to those places.

AB: You commented about growing older. You have outlived your mother, (NR: Mmm-hmrn
and my dad.) and your fathei: and your brother. Uh, so do you have any special feelings about
growing older?

NR: Mmm, not really. Now I do wish that as you grow older, I wish I could have grown old
gracefully, instead of sick. [chuckles] But I'm better now so I said I wasn't gonna complain. Um,
I uh, I guess I'm over with it, but I had cancer. That kind of bothered me.
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RW-N: But you're free ofit now?
NR: Mmm-hmm, I think. (RW-N: yes) I'm still being checked in my, my lungs. I have a
couple of growths in my lungs. But uh, we don't know yet what it is so I'm hoping that; in fact, I
know it isn't cancer. I'm through with that. [laughter]
AB: I love that. As you look back on yourself as a teacher, (NR: Mmm-hmm) what kind of

teacher do you think you were, if you were to describe yourself as a teacher?

NR: Well, as I look at it, I think I was a good teacher. I've always had the children's um, the
young people's, you know, their growing up and learning, this, that and the other. I've always
had that in mind. So I think I was a good teacher. I don't know from the young people how they
felt, but when I read the comments made by the Marshall students, I said, well, yeah, I was the
way I thought I was.

RW-N: So you have a sense of accomplishment about ... ?
NR: Mmm- hmm, yeah, I do.
RW-N: Were you a strict teacher, were you a-what kind of a teacher were you in that sense?
Say, particularly with the younger children.

NR: Mmm, I was strict to a point. I wasn't too strict on them, I don't think. [chuckles] When I
see, uh, the young people that I have taught, um, a lot of them will come up to me, "Are you Miss
Robinson?" And I get that a lot, especially from the white students. Don't get it much from the
black. And uh, that makes me feel good. Mmm-hmm. Cause they still recognize me. I know
that, you know, they know I'm older and everything, but they know that it's Miss Robinson. And
one girl was in front of me, one young lady, in a store, and I was talking and she turned around
and she said, "You're Miss Robinson. I know that voice." [chuckles] And, um, you know, it
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makes me feel good.

RW-N: Did you have a philosophy of teaching? (NR: Mmm) Some basic guidelines that drove
you as a teacher?

NR: Well, no, I can't think of any philosophy as such. I did want the students to do well, I know
that. And I wanted them to remember having been this way, you know, by me. I wanted to be
responsible for them succeeding. I hate to think of them not succeeding. That used to hurt my
heart when I would go by the uh, jails, city jail, and someone would say, "Oh, Miss Robinson."
That kind of hurt me cause I knew it was somebody that I had either taught or something.

RW-N: Who ended up injail.
NR: Mmm-hmm. That was hurt-, very hurtful. Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: So out of your teaching, then, you have derived a sense of accomplishment. Is that fair to
say?

NR: Yes, mmm-hmm. (RW-N: And ... ) I'm glad that I was a teacher. I wish now that I had
taught older children like, uh, college. I liked it. I kinda liked that.

RW-N: Of course, you did have an opportunity to do that, right? For nine years?
NR: Mmm-hmm. Yeah.
RW-N: What other, what other, um, things give you a positive sense of, about your life or
yourself these days?

NR: I don't know, just being here, I guess. [chuckles] I don't know. I don't have any sense of
accomplishments. I know I've accomplished something, but, uh ...

RW-N: Am I putting words in your mouth?
NR: I just haven' t, uh, put it together.
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RW-N: You haven't put it together.
NR: I know I haven't been a failure as such, but, uh, I don't know. I really don't.
RW-N: Mm-hmm. What do you see as next year's holding for you? Let's assume that your

health is going to even out again. (NR: Mmm-hmm) Um, what do you think, um, you will do in
the next years?
NR: Well, I'm gonna do a little traveling. Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: Will you try to get to those things that you just mentioned, your house and your

traveling?
NR: Mmm-hmm. Yeah, and I'm gonna do things about the house that I've always wanted to do.

Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: And right now your friends consist of, I mean people you do things with, your sister?

(NR: Mmm-hmm) And are there any other friends?

NR: No, I, uh, went away with the, uh, senior citizens. I went to Washington with them and I
enjoyed that. Uh, one day my niece came by, came over to the hotel and took my friend and I on
a tour. And I enjoyed that. Mmm-hmm. She's a very intelligent girl. Were you here at, uh, one of
the, uh, conventions we had at Marshall when Jennifer spoke?
AB: Mmm-mmm.

NR: Uh-huh, well, Jennifer is the one. She's real interesting. She writes too. She's a writer. She
finished Marshall. (AB: Did she?) Mmm-hmm.
RW -N: So you, um, so you have some friends, you like to travel, you belong to a limited number

of groups, right? (NR: Yeah, a limited number) You've not been one much to belong to groups a
lot, is that correct? (NR: Right) Um, hmm, fo rgot what I wanted to ask you now. Oh, it, it isn't

92

very clear to me, and perhaps I've just forgotten, what role the church has played in your life. Do
you, do you go, are you in church attendance?

NR: I'm not as active as I used to be. I used to be real active in 16th Street Baptist (RW-N: Uhhuh) Church; in fact, I've done the programs for them, um, in, you know, my active years. My,
th

uh, I've just, you know, been a part of 16 Street Baptist Church.

RW-N: But right now, you're not as active. (NR: Not as active now.) And you don't, do you
regularly attend Sunday ... ? (NR: Not like I used to.) Not, not right now, uh-huh. And that's
not because of your health alone, right? I mean, (NR: no) it's just that you live a quieter life now.

NR: Yes. [chuckles] I should attend more. Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: Are there any things that we haven't covered that we should have covered, and
somehow didn't get in?

NR: No, I don't remember. [chuckle]
RW-N: So, shall we call it quits and [inaudible]? [all chuckle]
NR: Okay.
RW-N: All right, we' 11 do that.

END OF INTERVIEWS
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